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VANCOUVER HOUSING, SURVEY )
Notes on area bounded by cordova, Main,

Prior and Gore Streets.

Formerly ooccupied for

i i ition.
Thig area is in a state of traens Havtings Btreet

the most part by dwellings, except along the liain and
frontages, the whole area is steadily being converted b0 commeriial uses
(mostly fruit and vegetable werehouses) and il appsers to be Oghyrathan
question of time before virtually all residential buildings, %h Sy
hotels and apartments will be eliminated. The'gl‘eat bulk of the pggdbm-
ulation is Chinese except in the Southern gootion where ltallans P
inate, with a sprinkling of Negro.

‘ ot ig the number of
An undesirable feature of this digtric it e slagale

houses built on the rear of a lot faoing onto the la
example being Hogan's Alley; this alley appears to attraOt.tﬁe d;ifzun_
of the population, presumably owing to its relative seolgsloe-tion i
ately, there are few families with children living in this 860 4
for that matter in the whole of this area. :
There are three principal classes of dwelling in the %rea,éﬁ)

Hotels and furnished rooms, (b) Cabins, (o) Individual dwellings. I
the main thoroughfarep there are also a few apartmenta and it lias
apartment-hotel. There are virtually no rooming-houses of the type
common in the west End. ; ;

(a) Hotels and furnished rooms appear to be ocoupied almost entirely
by single men, white or Chinese. The larger blocks are generally i
speaking solidly built, and the accomodation provided adequate f?rhi an
purpose. The most common defect in such blecks is the lgck.of lig
ventilation owing to the close juxtaposition of other buildings. ¥

In some of the older buildings kept by Orientals no heating 18 prov
ided, light and ventilation are only received through skylights and the
general standard of decoration and equipment is lowe

t part by Chinese and white,

(b) The cabins are occupied for' the mos
pensioners and others who

single men; mogt of the whites are nld age

have lost their earning powers. ; ; :
The cabins occupied by the Chinese are nearly all unfit for habitation

judged by any standard; built in most cases back to back or with another
high building close alongside, erid with an approach-balcony overhang to
shut out whet little sunlight may strike the building, these cabins must
be breeding grounds for tuberculosis, and it is not surprising that the
Chinese T.B. rate in 1935 was nearly six times as high ag for the white
population of the city.

While both the cabins and their inhabitants are likely to disappear;
in course of time, through natural causes, since commercial buildings
will replace the cabins and the high proportion of single men in the
Chinese community will replace the cabine, and the high proportion of
single men in the Chinese community will diminish rapidly as the pres-
ent generation dies off, every effort should be made to cloge these
cabins as soon as is practiceble, without causing unneceéssary hardship
to the occupants, :

In the case of cabins occupied by whites, much depends on the
quality of the menagement, but while one or two blocks are gtructurally
gound, generally speaking the accomodation provided is of a low stand-
ard, The housing of the occupants of this class of building is a prob-
lem which must be facéd, gince the number of such men is considerable
and, with the rising average age of the population, is likely to increase.
Their needs are few and simple, the chief of these being independence,
and it shoWld be possible to provide adequate accomodation for them at a
comparatively low cost.

There is nothing 1nhereqt;y wrong with the cabin type of building
provided the necessary provision of light and air are secured, and if
they are well mgnaged, they are inf@nitely preferable to a stuffy room
in a cheap rooming house or a bunk in a mission hostel.

(c) There are relatively few individu in thi .

) . al hougses in thig area except

in the.southern section and s number of these have been converted ingo

cabiﬁ? or partly self-conteined suites.

o o3 gggrogt:?2 gguaes gurve%id were overcrowded and the majority were
: : repair, € occupant

mix8ds Hoth Fenlally and Boisiiy. pants of these houses arg very

~ VANCOUVER YOUTH COUWCIL.
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150 to 250 occup-
ants.
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