
Year Restaurant Address Locale

Union
status at

time Source Category
  Identified as
Union shop? Other advertised qualities Owner{s) Context

1 1929-1948 Douglas cafe 844 Main Street
Hogan's Alley/
Chinatown Yes Newspaper Want ads Yes

Good wages (1945); Kitchen Woman Wanted (1929);
Union House, lady cooking (1930)

Emile "Millie" Buch.
Married surname Miller.

Born Russia. Came to west coast leaving parents
on the Prairies. Sisters joined her. Two worked in
the restaurant.

2 1945 Bert's Cafe 207 Abbott Street
Gastown, W of
Carroll St NK Newspaper Personal ads No

NOTED ALL WHITE HELP [capital letters top of page]
Newly renovated. The Cafe you've been waiting for. Old
customers welcomed back. Bert Sency

Berti Szenczy [Death Reg] b.abt1897. Czech
immigrant. Single. Had spent the early 30s in
Alberta as a rooming house proprietor, restaurant
owner, seller of Czech medical remedies.

1947 Bert's Cafe 207 Abbott Street
Gastown, W of
Carroll St NK Newspaper Want ads No closed at 8pm and Sundays

3 1935 Purdy's Cafe 823 Granville Street Downtown NK Newspaper Advertorial No

one of Vancouver's smartest and most popular
restaurants; Mrs McCann [co-owner] "assisted by lady
chefs and 100% white girls" (1935); "charming", "new",
"modern", "ventilation", lady chef", "discriminating
clientele"; "stands for quiet, tasteful surroundings, soft
lights and soft music, a genial artistic atmosphere, good
food and excellent cuisine; "a world entirely different from
the madly rushing downtown throngs on the sidewalk";
"no dishes bang here, no waitresses clatter over the tile
floors, instead the sound of polite conversation and the
music from the large, ultra-modern photograph"; "home
away from home", "a restful rendezvous", "smart-looking",
fan..."whirling noiselessly", "comfortable Chesterfield
chairs, statuettes, bridge lamps and carpets "obiviously
placed by an artist"; "all feminine kitchen".

Robert Gregory Hunter
and Mrs. Sophia
McCann

Lived together in 1931 in a house owned by
McCann,nee Bohnet/Bonet. b.abt 1897, Romania.
Immigrated 1917. She is manager of Purdy's
Cafe. She is recorded as a widow - abandoned by
her husband in 1921. Hunter b.1888, Scotland,
immigrated in 1906. He is recorded as a lodger
and is living on private income. [1931 Census]
Lived as a married couple. Evidence does not
support this. [McCann Death Registration]

1946 Purdy's Cafe 823 Granville Street Downtown NK Newspaper Want ads No dishwasher wanted

4 1949 Lagoon Grill 1974 W Georgia Downtown NK Newspaper Want ads No
E.M. Gillot Manager
[1948]

5 1934 Good Eats Cafe 619 W Pender Downtown Yes Newspaper Yes

change of ownership to Milton Litras; modernistic lighting,
all white help under direction of expert chefs; uniformly
high standard of food; prices in keeping with the times. Milton Litras

Greek. Referred to as "Your old friend Milton" in
his advertorials which also frequently featured his
photo. Litras also proprietor of Empire Cafe, 160
W Hastings. In past ran the old Bancroft Cafe,
reopened and ran the old Love's Cafe under the
name of the New Trocadero; ran Empire Cafe
New West.

1934 Good Eats Cafe 619 W Pender Downtown Yes Newspaper Advertorial Yes
"full orchestra will play every night", "dine and dance", no
cover charge, one of the best dance floors in Vancouver,

1934 Good Eats Cafe 619 W Pender Downtown Yes Newspaper Ad No

"New fixtures, silverwear, draperies, first-class soda
fountain, one of the best kitchens, expert chefs and all
white help. (In ad linking to Empire Cafe)

6 1934 Empire Cafe 160 W Hastings Downtown
[NK but by
1938] Newspaper Ad No Mentioned in Good Eats ad Milton Litras

Greek. Referred to as "Your old friend Milton" in
his advertorials which also frequently featured his
photo. Litras also proprietor of Empire Cafe, 160
W Hastings. In past ran the old Bancroft Cafe,
reopened and ran the old Love's Cafe under the
name of the New Trocadero; ran Empire Cafe
New West.

1938 Empire Cafe 160 W Hastings Downtown Yes Newspaper Ad/Advitorial No New white chef direct from eastern Canada
7 1946 Blue Owl Barbeque 1743 Burrard Street Downtown NK Newspaper Want ads No Unknown

8 1933 Ernie's Corner House 525 Richards Street Downtown NK Newspaper Want ads No
Ernie Bourne (Ernest W.
A. Bourne)

9 1930 Paris Cafe 438 W Pender Downtown
No [sign
1937] Newspaper Advertorial No

Peter K. Pappa
Constantino; Sam
Mavromatis, Gus
Cambray

Pappa Constantino: Greek. Left partnership June
1930.Mavromatis, greek heritage;

Want ads/Advert



10 1934 Eden's Cafe 571 Granville Street Downtown Yes Newspaper Want ads Yes "music played by rising young musicians"

W.A. Grimsdall (Mgr);
Miss rae Rennie (Sec);
Mrs Elizabeth McCarvill
(suprv of meals)

William Arthur Grimsdall b. 1879 London,
England; Rennie b.1899 Scotland (bkpr); Eliz
b.1899 Scotland

11 1934 Deutschland Cafe 869 Granville Street Downtown No Newspaper Want ads No European and canadian food, bohemian atmosphere, Unknown

12 1934 (Jun) Love's Cafe 925 Granville Street Downtown Yes Newspaper News No "White Cooks in Love's Cafe Kitchen"
W.A. Grimsdall (Mgr)
(previously Eden)

Business purchased by William Arthur Grimsdall
prev. proprietor of Eden Cafe. Reorganized staff
to have white cooks. b.1879 London, England.
President of the Vancouver Restaurant Men's
Assn in 1936 where he alleged unsanitary
conditions in Chinese-run kitchens. Wrote 140pg
report critical of police for lack of enforcement and
demanded firings.

13 1934 (Aug) Love's Cafe 799 Granville Street Downtown Yes Newspaper News No

"Presided over" by Mr. Love, Mrs. Alice Maud Love
manageress, Herbert son, head waiter, and Phyllis
daughter hostess and manages the business end.
Ex-Hotel Vancouver chef in kitchen.

Bert "Bertie" Love; Alice
Maud Love (wife);
Herbert Love (son);
Phyllis Lov

Bert b.1912 Winnipeg to English immigrants. Alice
b.1915, England.


