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Could yoﬁ begin by telling ﬁe your name and where

you were born?

My name is Annie Ggrich but I have been called Anita
most part of my life and Anna. I was born in Pheanix
B.C.

And your name is Anita Anderson now?

Yes.

~You had mentioned -that when you lived in Phoenix

the Grandby = Mine was shut down.

Yes. Well my father came to Phoenix B.C. shortly after

the turn of the centurijnd the mining was set= upmfhefé;é

mining town,? and - o fourof.. us girls were born there,

my sisters. And the Grandbyle, company had pulled out

and the miners and their families had to pull stake and

2

. .
go elsewhere to start their life,Kwhich«was a very fine

community town and it broke their hearts because they
had to leave and move other places. And that was how
my father through his relatives moved us to Saskatchewan
to buy a homestead and start famming up until his death
1927.

Was it very hard &o live on the farm?

Yes, it was a hardship because there was no machinery-:

and it was hard to, ... the family just pulled to-
just
gether and/worked on the farm. And the very interesting

part of it was all the farmers around came to help any-

~

one that just moved in and that was great.f/I remember
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that. But|we had so many immigrants., People coming

from the-o0ld country and coming to the prériesg =
.- ' “,\

7énd1; remember at one time we had as many as twenty —
/fourdpeople staying at our farm and then they would

moVe on to Ontario and British Columbia and elsewhere.
iéut many of them my dad helped to settle them over /

here,

SD: Was the community in Saskatchewan primarily made up

of ethnic groups?
AA: Yes.
SD: Which groups were those?
AA: Wel¥ E?ere were Ukrainians, Russiéns, Scandanavians -
and y&éoslavian people.
SD: When you came to B.C. why did you do so?
AA:‘ﬁWell, in 1929 we stayed on.the farm until that time
~ B again
and{@y father had married and she had three children
ana'they deéided that they coula not carry on the
farmwork so the articles and items on the farm, '
machinery and that, were sold and we moved back to
British Columbiai;ﬁd came to Princeton because we
had relatives there, and Marion and I were going to
live with them and.cérry on, continue our education.
But that wasn't so begause they were all struggling
and that was a mining town in Princeton too. Théy
all had big families and so we just had to start off
to look for work at a very early age, which was domestics.

There was nothing else around but this type of employ-

ment.



Anita Anderson 3605-1 3

SD:

SD:

. SD:

SD:

When did you begin to work, do you remember what year
that was? | |

Well, 1929 I'd say.

How were young women placed in domgstig service.in

those days?

iWell, you just...the§‘were not placed; You talked to

people and you went around and you heard that somebody
was wanting some chelp in a hotel, a chambermaid or
whether it was cooking or looking after children and
this was what you did, =

What kinds of alternatives in terms of work were there
for single young women why were in the city?2

For most of the young women there was domestic chamber-

maid or domestié%fdoing domestic for private families

those who were in business and otherwise. You just

. ™~ e 0 )
had to ... it was tough.) o %13 pa.0 #pwos

Could you describe your first job?

Well my first job was working for a family in Princeton
and they kept boarders and they had a lot of children
and it was very unsétisfactory, and there was a great
hardship to stay there. But I stayed as long as I
could and then I moved on to Vancouver Island and then
I worked in a hotel there and did similar. But I moved
there because I had a married sister living there and
my brother-in-law and it was a bit better. The wages

were better.
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So you were working on the Island? and that was...

She was a friend of the family and she sort of wanted
me to just fit my life in with fhém'and sort of continue
my life with them. She had a very large family, but
they were better céréd for and they were...

Can you talk a bit about the kind of attitudes there
were towards domestic WOrkers from the people who
empidyed them.:]

Thé§”jﬁé€rgave you room and board and a little bit of
spending money, that's about what it was. And you
either slept with the children or you had a makeshift
place to sleep. But it was a home.. You had toihave
somewhere to live. | }

Was it difficult to find housigj(éuring the Depressionﬁ

You went to work

Yes.f You just didn't find housiﬁg./

forjpeople, domestics and just lived'in.(/And your
early part of life from these early yeargl that's how
you had to maintain a.home.

And what would couples do? Would they live in an
apartment,or a_heuse during the Depression?

~1

Weli;ﬂ@arried couples were renting houses and{?hey

usually had/feverybody was having somebody else living

with them. Or they had just plain housekeeping rooms

where they just cooked, slept and everything in one

room.

|

They didn't havei}it was furnished, and this

[

was how they had to live until they bettered themselves

by getting better employment with more money and then

. they could move to a larger-apartment.llBut most people
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had housekeeping rooms and rentéd out a room if they
had a home and fhis is how they just...most people
lived in housekeeping ;doms and just made shift.;]
Can you talk about some of the tésks you had at work,
the-kindiof things that you would do at work in your
first two jobsij

fE\Qés jﬁét looking after children, helping with the
cooking, keeping tﬁe house clean and just general.
That was all, and it wasn't anything nine to five.it
was just all the time. fYou had to beé you were doing
everything.}fAnd for, atwthe most you got was fifteen
déllars a month, up to twenty five dollars a month.
So you were constantly on call{j
You were always there so you just took it fior granted

that was your home. (bomestics did, I remember now

correctly;%domestics did try to get organized|into

— -

a..ibut most of the girls were afraid?io get organized§
! — =

because if their employer heard it they would be out

- of a job. iﬁut they did, I remember, that they did try

to get people organized in domestics.

Can you describe a bit of the process that went on
around that organizing?

Not very much because, as I say, I thiﬁk that the
people were frightened, were scared to get organized.
So I don't know too much about it. That was '29 to
'30 and then'31l;:'32, '33 and up to '34. I came back

to Vancouver and applied for housekeeping domestic
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here in Vancouver and I was placed in several jobs

this way.

" Can you describe these jobs?

. - Joh
Each one had...oneswas where she advertised for

mother's help and they had their family all at home
yet, their daughters. And it was doing everything.
Keeping the house clean, cutting the grass and doing
the dishes and justvlooking after;ibuﬁzit was a
beautiful home and they were Jewish people and my
employer was a very fine woman and very understanding,

and her Musband. But they only paid eight dollars a

T

monthJ*they just wanted a mother's help and someone

(.

to be in the house but they...you know...ht was really

e
too much.

Too much work for too little money?\

MM, hmm.3<For little money,?’Bﬁt‘the food was very

good and they were very good to me.
-]
Then you moved on to another job?J

" Then I moved on to another job which was advertised

for also mother's help. She had just had twins and
they were born the same day as‘the Dionne quintuplets.
I was there fifteen months but it got to be more than
I could take 'cause it was ladoking after the twins,
doing the cooking and helping with everything and my
day off would be always a Thursday and I never got
away until late late in the afﬁernoon and it was too

late to do anything. And you had other friends to
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visit and you had places to go to and things you were
invited to. You just always got there so late. Ard
the busfare was 7¢ to ride the streetcar: and sometimes
you didn't have enough money to go to visit your re-
latives so you just walked from South Vancouver to way
down wherever you were going and maybe just took the
streetcar back.

SD: Where you were working at these places how were the

|

attitudes of the employers to their domestic help?
Did theyvlook down on them, did they...

(o )

AA: Yes, some of them didi;EI would say that théi?méaé
you feel that you were a maid; or were 'shiksa' and
you were their mailexThey made you feel that way
sometimes when their company was around. It was very
unhappy about that. Then they could be just the
opposite when their friends were not around.

SD: Was this .something that alot of your domestic workers
shared; that = .:feeling of being...

iy

AA: Yes.{.Wé’d‘éet‘together and talk about it on oﬁr day
| offwénd the girls would just say 'you just couldn't

be anymore than a mother would be to me'; And I dound
that too. But I found the other.

| SD: Right. How about in termslcf young women who were
taking care of children. Did they find that they gét
attached to the children‘/j

AA: Yes, I got attached to the twins. And they got attached

to me. And this caused a problem because I could feel

this coming over the lady I was working for, Jealousy.
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I almost had a nervous breakdown there because I just

worked so hard and I just fell in love with those

-children. They just ran after me and they were just

cuddling up to me and they were just so sweet.

Did you do any other domestic work after...

Up to, up to...uh.:zIiwent te work for a dentist.

I worked in their home. I did everything, even, he had

a dentist office in the home and I helped with that

as well as doing everything. But they were very down
to earth people and very kind and appreciated you. I
only received ten dollars a month there and that I think
was the last of my domestic work until I started to get
more involved in the restaurant work.

And domestic labour, was this a job where it was pretty
well women only? |

Yes. |

And the womeﬁ who were domestics, were thq@; different
ethnic groups or nationalities who worked as domestics?
Or were there for example, were many of the doméstic

workers immigrant women or were they...

A%

' Yes. Some of thémﬁwére immigrant women. Most of them

were native dollars.
Was this pretty well what most young women did, even if
they had families? |

\xg?f. A mow 1 \J&" , )
Yes.ﬁ/yhey had to get emplqyment and so they would just
say go and do housework. That's all there was. You
didn't have, you were too young, you didn't have the

education, you weren't in that, to be a teacher or to
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work in an office. Because my education stopped so

early.
' a bit
SD: And, can you then talk/about where you went after

you worked as a domestic worker. You became a waitress?
Or?

AA: I wanted to look into_restaurant workggnd I did and I

——

, , P
think that my first job was that I had ‘as a bus‘girl%

. W g .
My sister ang I went there|{as bus girls at the Trocadero
W nsert g 00 - -

Caféignd which at that time we began to get organizedj

!

"and we found out that there was something that we could

dofabout it because the conditions were not that good. .~

W N T~

The pay was very poor;énd there was a time to do some-

thing anéﬁwe did hear about there was a union organizer
- so we "
for the restaurant employees ../ looked into that. After

we had talked to quite a few of the people who were working

in this restaurant and they were quite willing to do some-
_ _ (HREW) _
thing about it. So we went to see them. jIt was Bill

Stewart who has passed on now and Bill Gateman{} Bill

Stewart was the organizer and we found a union and that

was the time that strike was held in 1936 %So it was a
real struggle up to then priorﬂ?etting~1nto restaurant

—

WOrk.f

‘fSD: Can fou talk #bit about exactly what the conditions were
like at the Troq%dero?

AA: Well;?jThé food was godd. Yourhad to pay for broken
dishes whiéh&ou didn't bféakfénd there was the.tzﬁy the
time you pa;d for your uniform énd?éo muchi}a little bit,

for the foodAénd thatryou didn't have very much left.
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How would you be paid, would you be paid in cash?
Yes.

Were people ever paid short, in the restaurants?
I couldn't say that. No.
What did a bus girl do?

Yo O C\ .
Weii% the bus girl had to just set the table, clear

-
What were her‘duties?éf

the tables, see that the coffee was made and that

N

2l

sweeping of the floor and just general work., But you

did not wait on the customers.
Did you serve a lot of people though?

Yes.a It was a busy restaurant and we served a lot of

. It was : .
people. a well known restalrant.
Was there a lot of pressure at work?

In a way, yes.

And when you began to organize, how did you do that?

Did Bill Stewart tell you what to do? |

3

Yes. We went out to the union hall and we got organized.

AN

held: meetings until the day of thé
strike, which was in the summertime in 1936.

And did you sign people up?
- o it sounded as though
Yes. we signed quite a few people up and found K V
- ) 3, D ?5 ‘ -
L

everyone was together on this. But a few people backed

off and reported it to thefémployer, théjmanageravaﬁd

that morning when we came to work he approached me and

my sister and a few other people and said 'I hear there's

going to be a strike here and if you have anything to do

with it I want you to get off this property right now.'
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We just did not. We kept on doing our bus work and
: and told him

Bill Stewart came and approached hiﬁgthat the wages

had to be increased and the working‘condiéons and he

said4fio! . Sowe said'we're going to have a strike''so we
(‘{'{4‘ e o | ) - - . ¢ ; }

went out and picketted the place.j\Andwe had a lotdf

support from the public. iAll of the peoplethat stayed
on, they just stayed on and worked. But we had a lot

of suﬁport from the public.

SD: Did oﬁher workers go out on strike with you? From the-
Trocadero?

AA: Well the ones that joined up the union and said that they
would ,those, actuélly they were all signed up and they
were going to go support this move, but then they backed .
off;? §everal‘people backed off and they stayed on and
worked;;inu wbuld}call them scabs.;;.Pi%

| SD: Right. What kind of attitude did the police have?to this

strike?.

-

7

AA: Well we never had any problems. ;&hey:éaidhyou can go
out and picket but you can't stay here. He's ordered you
out of the place bﬁt_you can picket."iﬁe did say that.
They did say that.

SD: So you picketed the place?

AA: Yes.‘ There were no ...

SD: And did the police have that kind of attitude in part
because they were customersEE

AA: The police were sympathetic to the strikers because
they ate there and got to knowfihe girls:?the bus girls

L

and the waitresses and so in this way, ..the customers
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become just like a family &
were, were, just like a, you become like a family because

they were eating there‘every day and you see them every

},,.. N -S‘“’t
So there were no..:j

day
SD: How long were you out on strlke?
AA: I think it took about a month.
SD: And did you have help picketing?
AA: Yes, other people came and helped to picketi] We used to
just)Wear our uniform, what we wore at work, and picke}eﬁj

A
i
{

SD: And what were the maln demands of the strlke_J

|
; 7 1
v“ ;" "/ e / ’/ Wt f'( . {

L

AA: ‘More pay, better condltlons and union recognition. |

SD: Did you have support from other unionists in your own
union or...

AA: Yes.

SD: What would they do?

?“AA: Well tﬁ;y’i;ét eame and picketed with us and they brought

a us help towards the relief fund and people used to go by

in the street cars-and just would wave and cheer us on,

, - ' T
'good for you'{and this sort of thing and |they would bring

us cigarettes, chocolate bars;, gumfand%Lotus Taxt§~at

that tlme,lwould drive the girls home every night so thiii9

would be no harm come to them from the picket line.

a very good feeling about that strike.

{;SD: What was the outcome of . 1t° e ,
iy . =1 ;7»! o - » ‘fl Y e [ ! ff

~ [lof )
AA: Well they carried on.i‘Some of the people got rehired but

Q«"’

the people who instigated it and tried to organize them,
they were left on the out and so they were not able to get
work for a long, long time.

Were you one of those people?

Jwn
- o
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2

;|

AA:g

—

Yes.

Was that blacklisting?
=}
é

Yes. |Well later I did get work from another restaurant

e
-

andritwas hired there as a waitress at the Ye Olde
English Fish and Chips and he says "I'll take you". So
my sister and I were working there and I used to work
part-time in the union office giving people redeipts’for
their dues and helping with the book work. I was doing
that part-time and working af the fish and chip restauran@};

When you were trying to organize...

i

..éwhich was a union house...

I

It was. What (were the differences then-bétween...

—1 A 13
Oﬁigthere was a lot of difference. (You know,|you could
) N ¥ ’

télk about your union and I was better paid:w better
working conditions.

When you were ‘organizing for the Trocadero, how did
you go about talking people into joining?

Well it was very hard because you talked to them, and it

~1e

was;iéverybody approached somebody else. You didn't do it

" all. And they were nervous but then they thought it was

.ws?’&a

a good idea, Fhey would go for E%?i%zgd then‘like I say,
some of them/ézzzdéd‘not to go through with it and stayed
on. They got, the saying is, cold feet.97
Would you run into any particular probi:;s with religious
groups or?

No. We had a religious girl that was a bus girl and she
came along. We understood the whole thing. There was

no animosity against...that there was...they didn't like



Anita Anderson 3605-1 14
it but...sort of,| you understood the whole thing and

you just carried onthe picket line and they carried on
1
" their work inside.
ED: And, what would Bill Stewart 'say to people to try and

) .. /
convince them to join the union?
NP «

1] o

AA: Weiifﬁhé'téiarfﬁem it would be better|to get .

MAL;h,%tO jué your réstaurant organized and then®:ilg
eventually/they would get organized.-.
this would "have an opening to organize more restaurants.

And this is what happened.  They were getting well

organized and quite a few union houses,% Xestaurants,,

§
P

became a union house.

ez ~1
] -

'SD: So did the Trocadero strike... |

R p—y

AA: I think the Trocadero strike played an important part
where it was more or less a beginning. There probably
was one or two union houses prior to this but not many
if I can remember.

[ SD: When you were striking did you get money from other
union houses?né |

" 'The -~ :
'Yes. |/Fraser Cafe in New Westminster which was a union

o ¥/ hougz; they invited us for meals and they gave to the

14— strike fund.gjl remember picking up some money towards the

} strike from them and from other unionizz

| sD: Did people cross your picket line other than the people
working inside?

AA: To go in to. eat? Yes.

SD: But were there many?

AA: Not many.

SD: Was the whole principle of helping other unions picket
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was that part of, was that sort of a norm in those
~days? Were there other strikes gere you would then
éo to to help out if workers came to help you on your
picket line?

AA: Yes, well that'sﬁggﬁﬁ?ely ué'to the individual to do
that. I think some did if there was a strike somewhere
else{ They would go and help out;?ut when their strike
was over aﬁd that they just went back to work and they
just carried on and they did come to union meetings and
got more involved and more interested.

SDi. Right. Can you talk a little bit about_when you were
wbrking in the restaurant work was it mostly women
working there?

AA: There was men working too, as waiters and as bus boys.

SD: So men and women did different work, somewhat different
work ,; or did the waiters do the same kind of work as
the waitresses?

AA: Oh, vyes.

SD: And did they receive equal benefits, wages?

AA: Well, before it was the union T dQn'f know...I don't think
they all got paid equal..;I don't think the pay was equal
before the strike. I mean there was a liﬁe after the strike
for the bus people, and then for the waitresses...it
improved conditions. They paid tﬁem anything they wanted
to. up il then.

SD: And did that, did the unionization equalize wages between
waiters and waitresées.

AA: Yes.
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SD: What wés the system of supervision like in the
resﬁaurént? Was there a lot of supervision? Were
they hard oh the people who worked therei:]

AA: Some restaurants were very hard on their employees. It was
very, very hard to work for some of the people in those
days. And some were not too bad. Some of thém were quite
humay and very good to you.

%D: Did the people who worked in the restaurants,did they

get a%png with each other, or was there conflict between...

‘AA: No, £He¥jprg££§'wéii§o€03185§4With each other.[l;vthiggwj

ghére was more getting along together after the union was

étarted'and they had union meetings to go to{?ecause they
had planned in the union like, they'did‘in the way of
socializing.i}They had a lot of socializing; They would
have dances and[?hey would havg}cruises and they used--

to bowl. We even had a choir géingé;nd_we had the.iléur
union'hallvorganiZation was at the top of the Lyric

Theatre which waé a huge hall. We rented this and picked
up furniture and chesterfields and we'd have concerts on
Sunday night. And we'd have dances. ‘The. union was groWing»

~

and{it was, -like I say{}it was very good socially as well

?as they weré}getting organized. |

JSD: The women you worked with, were most of them sfgnle,
or married, or?

AA: Both married and single.

SD: And were they different ége groups?

AA: Yes. Very very young ahd older.

SD: And did most women who worked in the restaurants did they
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AR

SD:

live in the communities around those areas, the restaufants?
No, everybody lived in the surrounding area, some had to '
go out distances.

Were there special issues that came upAin the unionization

that affected women?

TAPE I. SIDE 2,
TAPE CONTINUED

AA:

AA:

SD:

AA:

-

Yes{Engrything was dealt with, ¢Qnditions, uni forms,

hours} seniority.  They were getting to all these issues.
Wéré there regular local meetings?

Yes. Executive meetings, and local 28 had a social convener
who planned our social acfivities. It waé a very good,

very good organization to belong to.

Did large numbers of people in tﬁe ﬁnion participate in

the meetings?b

Yés.

What kind of issues did the meetings discuss, was it just
sort of trade union issues; or . . .

Yes, there would just . . ;}%giiigégé;;ut signing up fes;
taurants and they'd signed:a restaurant up and that restaurant
and then they'd give a full report on.it, how it :took place
and what they had t§ deal with and they let the union know
if people paia théir dues, and reports of committees. Mostly

it was to organize the restaurant industry,
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%SD: So those of you who had worked or were working>in other restuarant

~ did you help organize other places?

AA: No, that was the only restaurant that I was in that was pridr‘

to the war.

SDi How was the contract put togefhef -;'was it a master agree-
ment, did it covef all_these restaurants?

AA: It covered fhat whole reSfaurant, yes, the busgirlé, thé
waitreéses. |

SD: And would they reach cooks as Qell?

AA: Yes; that was the cooks, theléooks' helper.

SD: And how were union officials chosen?

BAA: They were elected from the meeting.

SD; Was there a strong shop steward structure?

AA: Yes, vefy good.

SD: And what kind of role did the shop stewards.play?

ABA: Well, they would go.around'trying’to organize restaurant
people into the union and talk to thém, thén they would
make a report at the meeting. It's been so long ago I just
doh't remember, but it was a lot of.interest at that
time and there was a lot of people involved, and it was
sdmething that was buildihg up. Bill Stewart was an excel-
lent organizer, a wonderful organizer.

SD: Were you a shop steward?

AA: Yes.

SD: Were there political discussions in the union as well?

AR: Well I don't recall that, other than just the unicon business,
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AA:

SD:

AA:

SD:

DA

SD:

- AAs

SD:
ARl

SD:

and there was a lot of it.

Diavpolitical partieé,play an impoftant role in your union?
Well, I would say so. There were prog;éssive people in the
. . « CCF: people and . . .

Can you talk a bit more ahout tﬁe role they played?

: t
Well they would be moré%ntereégé . . « the progressive people

in the union were the ones that really kept moving things

ahead for the workers.

And were they in the leadership?
Yes, I would say so.

Were there any conflicts between political_organizations

inside the union?

Yes, there were . . . I was a delegate to the Trades and
Labor Council and I séw a lot of‘it there.

Can you talk a bit about what kind of things . . .

Weli, I just can't remember now.

Who were the conflicts betwean?

- Between the organizers,and some of the delegates . . . were

not united with the leadership. They would often hold

back. See, they wére organizing hotels and that's a very
big industry.

Wasg it within the restaurant_union that there were conflicts?
Yes, there have been.

At the Trades and Labor Congress; were there differences

between Industrial unionists and craft unionists?
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SD:

AA:

SD:’

ARD:

SD:

to see
(cont) People who wanted Aindustrial organization, like

whole plants organized, or people who were into just shop
craft oréahizations, of pa:ticular trédes.

Well, the Trades and Labor Counéil was a lot of delegates
frém‘all the unions came, and there were ¢bnf1icts among
them.

We#e women active in the union?

Yes. _

Was there encouragement of women to be actiqgg;]

3

They were encouraged by the return they received.

=

‘Can you talk a bit about what that waﬁgmi

: Well they improved the conditions, and it was something

different for the first time in their lives, they'd never

belonged to a union, they were just coming out of their

- school and, most of the people néVer reached high skhool,

™ : .
just went to the grade school.§ﬁ§o this was something

- different. Bill Stewart was a good leader, he just moved

AR

SD:

they ,
people up, /\ just wanted to get organized, they wanted

to get into igg

When'you talk about éeoplekjust coming out of school, did
the union make them‘feel'like they were learning things?
Yes, yes.

Wwhy? What kind of things did you do that would be like

' really educational?
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e

)

~ AA:

SD:

e

X’SD:

Well, to move on, to get organized, and you have . . .
towards bettering yourself and improving conditions, and
conditions as'a whole for all working people.

Did it make people feel like they had power in their lives?

AA;?Well they felt that they had somebody really doing some-

—

thing for them.

ApA:

SD:

Were the women who were active young or old, or married
or single?
They were young.

Why? - )
We1¥i1everybody‘was youné?ézuﬁhst time, my age, ydung.
Was it hard for older women to get work?
Well, the older women stayed home and raised the'children,

stayed home. A lot of them worked on the farms and what-

- ever they were involved with. That was my beginning and

SD:

AR

I know that most of the people who were involved, some of -

them were still at home, and their mothers were not out in

the field, they were at home. Ahd people were just getting

organized and they'started, the>mothers, a lot of the

families, were on rélief. Which-was hard.

Did the union, or you, try Eo'encourage other womeﬁ to
become active?

Well, 1. was mostly interested in restaurant employees.
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SD: But . within the restaurant indhstrY?

'AA: Yeah. Jﬁst the restanrant industry.‘

SD: But withih that, did.you‘try and help women.particularly?

AA: Yes, |

'SD: What kind of things would‘you say to people, to try to -
get>them involved in the union, take more of a role?

AA: Well, 3just on. . .‘I can't‘remember,thét. . .

SD: Do youlwant a minute?

AA: WellAyou were doing what you can at your own level, at
your own union restaurant, yéu wefe busy with that, and.
when-you went to meetings you heard about the others who
were trying to get organized; other restaurants.

SD: So you'd mostly concéntrate on your own union, And would

~you call support meetings for YOﬁf'organizatioﬁ?
AA: No, there were jusﬁ regular union meetings, and exeéutive
meetings.

SD: Were the women in the leadership of the union?

AA: There was women, men and women both.

SD: Do‘you remember any of the names?

A AA: Yes, I remembér, Ona Whitman, she's passed on, she was social
conQener for local 28 and a good 6ne. And there was,—her
comnittee was mostly made up of women, and men, too. |

P

SD: Were women mostly in elected positions, or abéinted?
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BAA:

SD:

AA:

SDs

SD:

AA:

SD:

AA:

SD:

Al
SD¢
AR

SD:

Elected positions.

And stewards were elected?

Yes.

How would that happén. wbuld that be from the union meeting
or would that be from their own shop?

From the shop and also from union meetings.

Were wpmeh on regiohal or national bodies of the unioﬁ,

in leadership positions?

Just local people.

So the leadership was mostly men?

Mén and women both;'béth men and women,Abut mainly men.
Whybwas that, do yéu have any idea?

No.

In térms 6f womenfs involvement in the union, did their
responsibilities at home affect their ability to partici-
pate? |

N6, I don'f think sO.

What about childcare, was that a'préblem?e

No, ﬁhat never came up.

Did the responsibilities that women had at all affect their
activity in the uniop, their level of activity in terms of
their interest in the‘union, would they maybe be preoccgpied
wi£h having to go home and take caré'of their families

after work and so om.
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AAR: No, I think they just got . . . they became a membe:,_they
got involved, they went to the union meeting, they paid
their dues, and if.they weﬁe elected to a committee, they
usually were . . . accepted it. And they'd just.carry on,

SD: Were there partiéular areas of respo;sibilty that women.
tended to take up? Like shop stewarding,:or‘. o o

ABR: Yes, women played a part like tﬁe men, they would have,
they'd‘be elected to positions ﬁnd committees, they would,
it was a lot of solidarity in that union at that time.

SD: Were thefe any particular issues that women were concerned
with, like childcare or maternity leave?

AA: No. |

SD: Or sexual harassment?

AA: No, it was mostly gettingborganiééd to have a union and to
better their own condition of their job, fheir place of wbrk.

SD: How about equal pay?

AA: No, it was a union rate tha; they were striking for and ﬁhey
were,wofking for to get the the benefits, better conditidns,
better pay.

SD: How about leaving work at late hours? Was that a problem?

- AA: Well, there were problems all the time, I just can't recol-
lect everything. |

SD: Were men in the union open to womeﬁ being.active? How were

they?
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AA:

SD:

AA:

SD:

AA:

SD:

Very good, very good.

Did théyltreat women equally?

Yes.

Were women who were active in the union politically active
as well?

Yes.

In what kind of activity?

Well, whatever committee they were on, it was whatever you

wanted, if you wanted to go help and participate on a

pickét line somewhere you went, it was entirely up to you.

Were there organizations for women other than the restaurants?
I don't know if

Well,Acannery workers were getting organized or not, I believe

they were trying to.

How about store clerks?

No L

Agricultural workers?

I couldn't tell you about thét.

Were there any non-union organizations for working-class
women?

Oh, there was a lot of people that weren't in the union.

What were they doing politically?
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AA:

SD:

AA:

SD:

AA:

SD:

AA:

Nothing really. I couldn't . . .

How didvfou find out'about trade unions?

Well, again I say, we were working at the Trocade ro

and we were not satisfied with th#pay, we weren't satisfied
with.the working conditions, and we were wondering if

there was a union, if there was an organization tﬁat we

could get in . . . we were informed that there was a

Local 28, and, in Vancouver, and Bill Stewart was the organ-

izer, and we want to see him and then we got organized.
Before that, were there any organizations of unemployed
women?

YesNthere was an organization for unemployed single women
‘4 . . : -

and a union for unemployed single men.

Who helped to organize the union of single, unemployed

women? |
— ,
There was Mildred Duggan, and there was Helena Gut .ridge and

!
{
|

Grace MacInnis, - and other women, whb tried to organize
the single, unemployed-womeh. They called a meeting, I
remember attending if in Vancouver, aﬁd we gave; they
wanted to know what the conditioné « o

Can you first fell‘me abéut the meeting at Moose pal1?
Well they just asked the‘wbmen how long had they been
looking for work and  to ﬁry and get qrganized so they

would have better protection and they would know how to
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SD:

AR

find, what kind of, . . . there was a lot of unémployed
women, single women, and these wbmen called a meeting and
they wanted to hear about how you were getting along and
where were you 1ookiﬁg for work and most of us who went
to that meeting told them this and I remember, Grace

MacInnis, asking to go out and get a paper and there was

'some,"theré was people there looking for housework, peoplé‘

who woﬁld db housework, at $10 a month, $15 a month, and

the women from thaf meeting went out'. . . .and got these
jobé and were placgd in}housework. - The single unemployed
women' s organizetion carried on for a while but 1 vjust

sort of lost.track of it.

When was that.

That was in the‘early 130's. And_the single unemployedAmen's'
movement didn't come on,untii later. They were‘organizing

for relief camps.

. Were there any demonstrations by women?

No.

Wasvit more‘like a service orgahization?

It was helping to get womenuto‘bahd together and sort of just
come and go and everybody that was up at that meeting was
asked to take a posifion in the organization and we did so
for ﬁuite a while. And then it just sort of faded away.

When you were a domestic worker you hegan to become a bit

: R
more radicalized, you looked . . what happened? What male
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SD:

AA:

SD:

you'begin to look odtside of just your wbrk'and say,

"This sééiéty's got to change"?

Well, no. From the time I sfarted housework I was not really
aware of what was going on}//;hen I was doiﬁg domestics at

one of the places where I was employed I had heard about

the strike down at the Ballantyne Pier, and they were dis-

couraging me against it;-but I had a brother who was very

progressive, and was explaining things to me, and I think

™
™~ J

I started going to meetings}gnd things and I got interested.f
Itlwas mainly géing aﬁd seeing that you got involved and :
yoﬁ got interested.  You were iiving in a timg‘f struggle
everyday.

Did you go out and see your friends and relatives and did
they reinforce some of those thinés you were feeling?

Théy would talk about it but they were not . . ;.people went
to meetings and thinés and they agreed that things were very
bad,fhey would have to do something. Everybody was not
against what yourﬁere.doing, or what'everybedy else, what
they were getting involvéd with . . . there were jhst bad
times. |

How did your empldyers react to ydur attitudes, your
changing attitudes?

Not very good.

What would they do?

/ ’ .
Well Idon't know, that wasn't my part. I was already in a
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ARD: (cént)vunion in Local 28 and I was working in a restaurant
- and I wag working later intwo restaurants fhat were
unioh house and I féund.it okay. After I got into a union
.hoﬁée I found it‘allright. To work with them and to talk
to them. |
SD: The employer.
AA: Yes. To work for them and to talk to them, I found them
‘okay.

SD: Whén you had been blacklisted at the Trocaderé; did you
try énd go on religf?

//AA: Yes, I had to go on relief at sometime there, and I had
guite a timé getting it. | |

SD: Why‘was that?

AR: Well, the lady that interviewed ﬁe, she}said, "You did have
a job at the Trocéderoqwhy'did you". . . she went all
through that. I was on strike and why didn't I stay on

‘the job and . . ;

'SD: What other political events_we?e occurring at the same
time?

AA: It was mostly around relief,campé, people going out and
fighting for jobs. It-was mainly . . . the thing of the
day was organizing to get jobs.

SD: What about international campaigns, like Spain?

, i

AA: Well, those were things that came along too. I hagégfeat

pleasure of meeting Dr. Bethune at that time and working
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AA

p.y:
- SD¢

BA:

- SD:

AA:

SD:

AA:

SD:

(cont)(l )a 1itt1evbi£ with him when our boys left us
and.went to Spain. We organized the Girls Brigade to
Aid the Spanish orphans. |

Did women from the union participate’in it?

Some did, ves.

How did they become involved in the Brigade?

{
§
i
S

This wés people in ordinary circumstances,.peopie that you
knew oﬁtside the .union, your neighbors and friends within
other unions that . .- . people talked about this and that
there was an urgent.need to help the Spanish orphans,

and we were getting homes adopted for these children, in
the states and in Canada./Eénd it was a very successful
organization, sugb as YOQ have where they were adoptin§
Korean children, and so on. |

pid you also raise money fqr them?

Yes, we raised money, we put on.éampaigns, and . . .

Were there demonstrations for the ﬁnemployed at that time?
Yes, there was lots of 1afge meetings at Cambie Street
Grounds.

The last time we talkéd youftold me your story about

applying for relief and the kind of reactions of relief

" people to . . .

AA:

Yes, like I said, it wasn't very good. They just attacked
you because, "Why were you on strike, you had a job, and

they became very vicious with you, saying you should . . .
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AA: (cont) I particularly had quite an experience with them,
my interﬁiew. She harassed me quite a bit; ahd at one point

' Bu

she just was, almost gotten out of hand. VI got the relief.

SD: Did that happen to a lot of women who were organizers
or unionists}‘they were fired?

AA: I don't know what their experiénces were, but that was
mine.

SD: When people were‘doing work around Spain, did ydu organize
public meetings for Bethune?

AA: Yes, we organized meetings withbanybdelegates that were

| coming from Spain.r The Canadian League fgainst<War
and Fazism, it was a league.fqr peace and democracy, that
was in Vancouver and A.M. Sfeven was the chairman of it.
They would call public meetings énd had radio programs
for solidarity and for support.

SD: What did A.M. Steven do? |

AA: Weil, he was the chairman for these two organizations, our
organizations‘and organizing the medical aid for China
helping Dr. Bethune.

SD: How did you come in contact with him?

AA: Well, Dr. Bethune came to Vancouver to raise money for China

after he left Spain, and the meeting was organized, called for at

- ' . ~ the brpheum theatre, and I had the éleasure to meet him

then, but it was the Girls Brigade that came to their aid

and took up the collection and did this kind of paperwork
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AA:

(cont) and whatever there was to do with the organizing

sifthat large rally.

SD:

AR

SD:

AA:

SD:

ARl

AA:

‘Who was involved in these organizations? What class of

people?

Trade unionists, domestic people, fishérmah, loggers,
other industries. Miners . . .

And were many women active in the mobilization?

Yes, there were quite a few.

Wefe there many women in the union at that time?

They were just getting organized.

Did women ever meet as women around women's issues, was

"there a conflict that there was women's issues?

No, I don't recall.

What did the women do, they'd just be involved in general
political activities?

Well, they would go work, I can't recall that . . . if the
loggers wére on strike or if the fishermen or thé long;
shoremen, the women would be involved. The progressive
women would be involved with the men. There was another
council, I remember organized, and they used to do a lot
of work.

END OF TAPE 3605-1; CONTiNUED ON TAPE 3605-2
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SD:

ARQ:

SD:

AR

SD:

AA:

SD:

DA

SD:

AA:

SD:

SD:

AA

What did they do?

Well they prepared for meetings and they did the general

work for organizing.

What kind of organizing?

Well they did the . . . not the soup kitchen but they éid

a lot of the preparing for meetings, for dinners or for what-

ever. The Mother§(}ouncil was the right haﬁd to assist

everybody.

How did your family react to your political e o .

Some liked it, not all my family agreed, because we were

séparated onvthat as people are today.

Was the Hotel and Restaurants Employees Union the only

union you were involved in?

Yes, |

Did you hold any positions in any of these organizations or

on your union?

I was oh the social®! Committee and T worked in the, like I

say, I worked in theoffice three days a week, helping tor

collect dues and helpinqé little bit with the paperwork.

What were conditions like generally for organizing in

the 1930's, was it difficult, was it easy, was there a

feeling of militancy?
' : it.wds

It was very hard to organize, ,not easy to organize.

Why Qas that?

There was so much against the unions and against the . . .



Anita Anderson | .‘ 3605-1L 34

‘AA: (cont) any militancy.

SD: Were people arrested?

AA: Yes, people were picked up. I cannot remember everything

| about that . . . |

SD: Did other organizing drives like the ones of the relief
camp workers.play a role in encouraging women to organize?

AA: Yes, |

SD: How wo&id that‘work, would you meet these people who were
prganizing?

AA:‘No, when the men were getting organizéd,>sing1e women' s
.orgénization‘ aSsiéted them, with putting leafletsvout and
doing whatever, any help they could give them.

SD: Were you involved in that at éll?

AA: A little, but not very much,‘a little.

SD: What about inspiring women who were working tto unionize.
What about the.uhemployed organizing, did that inspire meen.
who were working to unionize?

ARA: I believe so, it played a part.

SD: What about loggers and other men who were in the process
of organizing, would they éome into your restaurant and
talk to you?'

o , loggers

AA: Well, they'd come into the restaurant to eat, but - A had
their dances and their regular social activities and everybody
just went to them, sdpportéd them.

SD: What effect did minimum wage boards have on wages and work=
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SD: (cont) ing conditions?
AA: None.

'SD Not_éven in the restaurants?

AA: I don't believe so.

SD: What role did the Workers Uniﬁy League play in organizing?
Were they active at that time?

AA: Yes,AI believevso, I don't remember them but I believe that
they wére organized'af that’time.

SD:‘What about the Trades and Labor Congress?

AA: TbeATrades and Labor Council was a-étrong force in the
union.

SD: Did they éncourage organization of wbmen?

AA: Oh, yes, there was delegates from all unions.

SD: Were the Women's L abor [} eagues éctive in hélping to
‘organize?

AA: I couldn't remember that,

SD: Was there any coverage ih the press of these campaigns that
took place?

. AA: There might have been, I believe so.

SD

.0

Do you remember any coverage in the . . .

AA: I don't recall, I don't remember. I remember the local
paper that was the center of thelProvince, théywhad articles
about fhe strike but they always, you khow, played it

down.
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SD:

AL

SD:

AA:

SD:

SD:

AA:

How about the labor papers?

said
Oh, yes, they brought it up to datezum\\/’@hat was 901ng
on, what the grievances were and what the workers gained.
Can you talk a little bit about your involvement with the

Yugoslav community? When did you start to become interested

.in cultural work?

Well, that's qﬁite a few years ago, that was in the '30's.
oOh . .A.

Can you talk about what kind of role your involvement in
ethnic organizatiqns has played in your life?

Well, it was a very important part of my life, and . . .
ethnic organizatioh began with the Yugoslavs because of
having Yugoslavian parentage, background, which is Croatian,
which was changed after the war it became Yugoslav. It was
a bigrpart of the p:océss that radicalized me. It was like
around home and progressive people, progressive‘fishérmen,
éarpenters,,loggers who went to camps‘immediately started

to build halls, cultural work, énd later formed a women's

‘auxiliary.

Were you involved in the women's auxiliary?

Yes. I was amember of the women's éuxiliary. They did all
the work around the organization, cooking for'banquets, for
dinners, and . . . there was the language group, there was
the orchestra and a choir and at that time yet there was

no folk dancing.
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AA:

Were Croatien loggers and fishermen really involved in
the earlf unionizatibn?

Yes, yes they were,

Why were they so conscious?

Whg%because fhey wanted‘to get organized, because they
wanted to bgild their own halls, they‘wanted to develop
their culture and this was their home now and this is
what they did. They bave é tremendous contribution by
pérticipating in the community and this is how their
children came- up, through the organization, throggh folk -
dancing and orchestra work and chdirf

I remember you meﬁtioning that it was very'hard for these
young immigrant people who came to Canada in those days.
Was it difficulf?

Yes; it was, bécause they, whén they came they wergbromised

work, and the billboards told them a lot of things , and

they came here to find thé better way of life and they

came, they landed here_and there was no work, there was
unemployment and relief camps and they just got organized

and started getting, building their own organizétion, build-

'ing halls, they contributed their work if they didn't have

the money to put in. They built the Crescent Hall that the
Russian people have now which was,
the Croatian Educational H ome.

How did you personally get involved?
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AA: Well, through the women's auxiliary, and through helping in

(1]

the orgahization. I was not involved in thgéultu:al work,

that came later.

- SD: Did you have a paper? Did the Yugoslav organization have
a paper?

AA: Yes. They built the paper called vggggL_ ., Struggle,
and.this»paper's reséonsiblé for really building the organ-
ization and helping the building of the cultural centers,
and it had many, many readers.

SD: Did you try and preserve the language?

AA: Yes, the language,‘another . « « many of the grandchildren
have come up through the heritage.

SD: What kind of cultural work did you do when'you finally did
start to do cultural work? |

AA: Well, the latter part of the years I became a cultural
director which lasted about 14 years. We had orchestras,
folk dancing, languagé e o .

SD: Did you perform in this city?

AA: Yes, we rerformed for organizations, the Centennial, the year
of Canada's one hundfedth birthday we went to Vancouver

- Island and gave a concert there. We performed all over
the city, our groups, at the university level, for other
local ethnic organiéations, and general communities.

SD: Was there a problem in terms of anti-Yugoslav people?

AA: Yes, there have been a lot of newcomers who fled Yugoslavia,
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AA: (cont) who were prb-YUgoslav, and they have done a lot of

damage.
SD: 0.K.
s _
AA: Bombing, and breaking windows and harassing people.
SD: When did you go to the Yukon?
AA: In 1940.

SD: When you were up there were you organizing?

through. _ .
friends, just to get a break, and I

AA: No, I went there
| found émployment right away, and it was the best wages,‘the
highest wages I've ever had up to that time, and people
weré very friendly and I spent some two and a half years
living in the Yukon. It wés just supposed t§ be a short
holiday but I liked it so well I stayed on, and that was
where I met my husband and I was married latér.
- SD: When you were there was there organizing being done by
the Yugoslav community? |
AA: No.
SD: What about the miners?
AA: Well, the miners were getting organized. They were, had
concluded a successful contractznﬁ‘collective bargaining,
I believe. That was short-lived.
SD: Where were they organizing, what city?
AA: In .Dawson. '.
SD: Did they ask you to help them?
AA: Yes, one time, they asked people who could help them,

and there was a lot of pressure put on the organizers.
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SD:

A7

SD:

A7

When did the Jubilee summer camp start?
That was; Children's Jubilee summer camp séartea,'it was
established around the year of 1935-36, and I got involved
almost from the begiﬁﬁing when the mayor ofVancouver.at
that time, I just don't remgmber who if‘wasf We proclaimed
a tag day for Children Jubilee?uLéggﬁgé the children had
suffered so much_in the Depression, and a  few people got
togethér and sought this land, - and tﬁey bégan to
the '
build it and it was built by progressive people and the
trade union mbvemept and some churches and service organi-
zations and for a smail fee it gave the working class
children a place to go for a lﬂttléholiday and this was
built up to volunteer organization; volunteer wofk up
until this present day. It has Quite a history, and it
has given a holiday and pleasure to.many thousands of children
in }Owér mainland British Columbia.
Were you involved with that on the auxiliary?
Yes, I'm in the auxiliary, have been for many years and
I have played a part on the Board, I've worked up at the .
camp. Many of the parents would take their children and
wprk for their.holiday. so i have done every type of
work up at the caﬁp from being a director to a chief cook
and bottlewasher, camp mother. 1I've even done cooking,

just about every part of maintaining that camp, I've done

every type of work.
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SD: Have you been involved in consumer organizations?

AA: Yes, I was involved in consumers groups.

SD: What Kind of work did yoﬁ-do?

AA: Well, sdme_of the consumers'groups were watchdogs for
prices, you know,going to the manufacturer and testing
program'. And then there were.other women's organizations
who were on-the-spot organizers of the general high prices
on produce and foods.

SD: I remember that you mentioned there were some other kinds
of work thatryéu've done. You‘ve}worked as an agricultural
wdrker for a while;.strawberries?

AA: Yes, during the depression, we went out and we did picking
‘the fruit, raspbetry fanm in Cloverdale, they
paid you so much a pound, but they gave you lodging so you
stayed right there for about three weeks. And you just got
a few pennies a pound, but they maintained you, they gave

your
you /\ room and board, as it were.
SD:Did women live in tents, ﬁhere?
AA: Yés, we had sort of makeshift tents and there was a dining
hall, the food was good. There was a lot wf women that went.
happened ’
SD: When the 1938 eventsVin the unemployed movement, did the

women do any work to support the single unempléyed men?

AR

Yes.

SD: What kind of work?

AR

Well if there was food to be prepared, leaflets to do,
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AA: (cont) whatever.

SD: Wﬁat wefé the central issues of the singie unemployed,

| whét were they demanding?

AB: They'had, was thé'relief camps, unemployed, I can't remember
SO much abou£ it, but they were organizing against the
relief camps and for jobs. And nothing came of.it uﬁtil
they took down the government buildings like the Post
foice;art gallery, and I believe it was the Hotel Georgiaiﬁ
which ‘ ,
they were not there very long. And they had a sit-down
strike in the building for approximately a month. And
there's where the‘Motherﬁﬁ Council played a big part,
bringing clean clqﬁhes to them and fobd, and organizing
outside of the Poét Office food campaign. Everybody

helped with this. But they held down these buildings
for quite a long time until they were ready to move withr
a delegation of a hundred people to Victdria, to demand
to the premier that they wanted their jobs. And they
were tear-gassed out of the buildingg, it was a bloody

which ‘

Sunday, everybody~- it has been well known- it was
a very, very sad day, because theigyes were smarting
they were sore and they were, Dr. Telford was on hand
assisting the men. There was quite a bit that went on,
there was windows smashed on Granville and on Hastings

Street, and the delegation continued, pushed for Victoria,

and they left that night, and there was a lot of support
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AA: (cont) for the men, a lot of support.

SD: Were youAat any ofvthe events?

AA: Yes. We were called to be alert if anything happéned,
if wé could‘hélp in any way, and we stood by. We saw
ﬁost of it. |

SD: So you demonstraﬁed basically while it was happeﬁing?

AR: Yes. Thé..our - help.

SD: Were you involved in Tag Days or anything like that?

AA: Yes, there were many Tag Days held for different thingé,
I.just don't remember . . . I told you one about the Childrens'
Jubilée Summer Camp. |

SD: Do you remember going to demonstrations at all , like the
one at fhe Cenoraph? Were you at that one?

AA: Yes. There were demonstrations for work, for jobs for
people, held in Cambie St.‘grounds and many other areas
around. There was riots.

SD: Do you remember McGeer'reading the Riot Act?

AA: Yes. Thét was when McGeer - read the Ridt Act to‘the single
unemployed, and then they were marched off to war, shortly
after.

SD: Wés there a social milieu,»a senée of cémmﬁnity between
people who were involved in organizing drives?

AA: Yes, a lot. |

SD: Did you spend a lot of time together?

AA: Well, everybody was very busy, had lots to do and never had
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AA:

SD:

SD:
AA:

SD:

AA:

SD:

AA:

(cont)' that much time to socialize butin general

people wére speaking to each other, and they were friends
ané they were commuting, and they were mostly all
interested in the same thing. |

Did this help to create an identification with the union?
I believe so, it’piayed a great part.

The struggles that were going on, like the Aid to Spanish

Orphané and the ™memployed, was this supported by the L.abor

Movement, these struggles?

It was supported by, let's put it this'way, by progressive
people, who wanted to see the end of war, of f&%ism, dicta-
torship in.-Spain.

How about the Trades and Labor Congress?

Not very good.

In what sense, were they mostly just interested in economic °
issues?

Just . . . ﬁrade union work, they.didn't want any milita@&
I remember, so . . .

Were you involved in union‘work after you were married?

No, I was married in the Yukon and I had a small family,

so I d4id not take any part, but I did, after I came from
Dawson City, I had saved enough money to take a hair-
dressing course and I was going to have a shop of my own

in the Yukon, and after I had gotteh my degree and that I

was married and I had a small family and so I did not but
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SD:
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(cont).I remember having an interest in the hairdressers.
Can you talk about that? |

Not very much, but I remember.beingﬁnterested, because,
taking the couree I realized that the students had to have
peeple to practice on, but I thought there was a lot of
exploitation this way. Which is still the_Qay that it is
done tbday,kend I think it is improved some.

How wae there exploitation?‘ |

Weil, a customer was charged end tﬁat was your training,
and'you bought your eguipment to work with'and the customer

paid and you just performed a haircut and the shampoo and

‘the dyes or whatever and you got your training that way,

and that was in the '40's. I thought that they should have

had some small remuneration for Eheir service to help to
pay for their course.

During these struggles in the 1930's were married women
involved as well as single women?

Yes.

Were rheyﬁnvolved in speeial kinds of activities?

Nb;_it was just geﬁeral.

Were there political organizations that played a central
role, in particular the CCF and the Communist Party?
Yes, I believe they both played an important role in
struggle. I remember a lot of the work Erniefﬁnch - and

his secretary Margaret Bacchus and the Stevens, and Tom
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AA:

SD:

AA:

SD:

(cont) McEwen. and his daughter Isabel, who played a great
part in my life, and I did a lot of work with Tom Mc.Ewen's
déughter, helping to elect him when he was running for

a candidate in the Yukon.

Were there political youth ofganizations,ylike the young
CCF or the Young Communist League ?

I‘believe.yes, yes.

And did they élay a role in union organizing af allz

No, they , the union people were just coming in to it.
Were these political organizations in the 1eader$hip of
the labor movementé

Yes, some of them were in the leadership of the union.

8o they would be the ones who would begin the organizing,

 or push forward the organizing?

AA:

I believe so.
You also told me that you worked as a clerk, a retail . . .
Yes, the later part of my life, in the sixties and the

seventies I worked as a store clerk in department stores

and the retail clerks were not organized in any of the

stores that I was employed in, and‘there were people

trying to organize them but they didn't seem to get anywhere.
Did you work after you were mafried; after your hairdressing
coufse?

Yes, after my youngest girl_starfed school, shortly there-

after I started to work and I have been working hereﬁn
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AA:

SD:

AA:

AA:

SD:

(cont) New Westminster for a number of years as a store

clerk. | |

Sobyou were not involved in union activisés?

No, but I have been involved in community work in my

ethnic organization and in consumers 'groups, and community

organizations, and I have always been interested in the

peace movement and I've taken part in that and still do.

When it was Committee for Radiation Hazards and it was . . .

a member of the CCND,iand that has since folded up and

all the entrances bave been put on the BC Peace Council.

Did you feel that the work you did in the 1930's and the

1940's, that this work was really important in termé of . . .

Today? Yes, I believe so. I think we'ﬁe come a long

ways, the working people, and peéple are able to go to

school and get an education . . .

Prior to the 1940's, was there any other kind of work that

you tried to get?

Well before the doméstic and before the restaurant work I ,
many, many L/

remember lots and lots of women going to canneries, and

going té places like that lqoking for work, every morning

and walking down there in>droves, and them there was a

large screen , like a fence and everybody'd be waiting

there, the head lady would cqme'out and sort of say,

"Nothing‘today,‘comezﬁack again," and we'd go away and

we'd come back again, and we just kept on for a long time.
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(cont) Hundreds of women looking for any kind of work.

And thislinépired the organizing, I imagine. |

Yes, that was béfore I went to domestics and before I

went to restaurant work and before I took the hairdressing
course or done clefking, andvthose were very, very hard

years and I think we have come a longkay; When you think

today that every industry has got some organization going on

and the women are taking part in the United Nations, in
the universities, and in general as lawyers and doctors,
we've come a long ways and more and more people . . .

END OF TAPE 3605-2 SIDE ONE

. . . are taking, are getting organized in as far as child
care is concerned and every level of the children's cause,
you might say, the thing that I feel very bad about is
I'm always interested in the youth and'interested in the
young‘people, the way that the drug situation is, and the
dropout in the schools that I don't like to see, and-eVery
type of gambling, and the alcoholism is on the upswing,
this provokes me and upsets me very much.

It must be very hard to look at given that in the 1930's
for you as a really young woman it was just a question

of survivai.

fﬁiwés survival for us because my parents died when I was

little, and therefore the girls in my family had to go out
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- AA: (cont) on their own; there wasn't a place,/you,have to

find a living job, that's why you went to domestics, so

you were given room and board and some small remuneration

for your service, and this was hard, when you think you

spent your whole youth, the best part of your youth in 1iving thi
way, but its years I'm personaily very proud of.

SD: It must've been almost like trying to find another family.

AA::You're'always doing that. finding another family, trying

to fit in. We had a very close family, a very close family
in éaskatchewan when we were on the farm hdmesteading, it
was a different way of life. But that all ended. From 1929
on, its just been from pillar to post, you might.say.:, |

. ' N
But there was also the feeling, the urge, that you got

to do something, and I think thaﬁ I was part of that struggle
and I wouldn't change it for anything.

I got great inspiration from doing cultural work, I might |
say that, working, helping the symphony, here in New West-
minster, and being in the Oratorial Society, I had a little
bit of musical tréining and it shows you, you don'éhave to
have a lot to be able to read music, and get involved. It
was a very interesting part of my life that I enjoyed very
very much, It sho&s yau there's lots of, many things that we
can get involved in that we don*t have to have a degree, you
just get out and you do something about it. It's like a

revolution, the whole thing, it picks up speed and it slows
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AA: (cont) down, some get off and some stay on and carry on.
And I have faith in people and I think that they will fight
for peace and not have war. It's like Carl Sandburg’said,
"Someday they will call a war and nobody will come." I hope
that day is here very soon.

END OF TAPE
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