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GLetterS 
Dear Pedestal, 

We seem to 1.1ave lost 
our common goal. ~vhen I 
first subs~ribed to Pedestal 
in 1971, it upheld my beliefs 
in the rights of a female 
person to be responsible for 
herself financially, socia,lly 
and economically . I hated 
the protection and d e cision-

ak-ing thrust on me by my 
father. I hate d the role of _ 
other and wife which society 

was trying to force on me-
as a nurse, J saw how men 
were doctors and women were 
nurses . I hated the sub-
jection I saw in the Ob-
ste t ric unit case room. 
welcomed Pedestal because 
you upheld my beliefs . I 
live with a man who helps 
to care for our children. 
vJe pay half each for food 
and payments. We both work 
in the home and out of the 
home. I have my own money, 
and so does he. When th e 
ch·ildren were small ( lyr . 
and 21/2 yrs.) he stayed 
home full time and did the 
diapers and cooking and i 
worked full time outside the 
home , because we liked the 
idea. 

r1any people criticized 
our arrangement of "role 
reversal"; He got a real 
rough deal- other men thought 
he was gay because he en-
joys cooking. Actually, I 
am not a lesbian, and he is 
not gay; we are people who 
enjoy lots of different 
work. When we built a house 
I enjoyed banging in nails 
and working together with 
the wood. 

The sex thing- well, I 
am not a lesbian , but I feel 
that's fine for some people 
just as some women enjoy 
stayiflg and working in the 
house and not having a career. 

I don't feel I want to 
subscribe to Pedestal any-
more as it seems to be for 
lesbia·ns. I don't subscribe 
to Chatelaine because it 
seems to be for stay-home 
housewives . . 

Yours Sincerely 
. Susan Steed 

Dear Susan: 

wanted to reply to 
your letter to the Pedestal 
because you display some very 
cnmmon misconceptions about 
lesbianism and the purpose 
of a lesbian feminist news -
pape r. 

All women in this culture 
are-e:Kpected and trained to 
fit their lives into a very 
circumscribed role: that of 
wife and moth e r. All women 
are supposed to depend on,' 
nurture, and do the emotional 
and physical shit-work for 
men. This extends into 
women as a class doing shit 
work for men as a class-
nurses, secretaries, versus 
doctors, executives. This 
pattern is necessary to the 
survival of our patriarchal 
(capitalistic, racist, sex-
ist, etc.) society. 

Any deviation from this 
tradi tional pattern is re -
garded. with suspicion, as 
you know from the difficult-
ies you encountered when you 
tried to structure your life 
in a way that better met your 
needs. 

The further the deviation 
fr~m the pattern, the harsh-
er the punishment . Lesbians 
are not oppressed because of 
i ndplging in some peculiar 
sexual abberration , but are 
oppressed as women who have 
deviated too far from what 
is considered "proper". 
This is where the basic mis-
conception about lesbian 
feminism liesi , it does not 
rely upon a purely sexuar-
definition. And a lesbian 
feminist newspaper is not 
an exlusive organ for women 
who sleep with other womeni 
it is a vehi~le for a ll 
women who are concerned with 
their rights to individual 
selfhobd. 

he Pede sta I c o rd i a I I Y 
i nvites you t o send 
a rt icles,' l et te rs, po et ry, 
graphics- a nyt h ing you care 
t o se nd. We invit e all to 
sen d i nt o The Drea m Page 
ac coun t s o f psychic e xper-
i en c es , a s tra I t r ave I, 
de j a V U , me d ium is tic ex-
pe r i e nces o r p h i l osophies 
on wher e o u r dre a ms can 
l ead u s. 

I-----------------------------~ AI I ma i I shou l d be addresse d 
.~-F-RO-N~T __ P~A~GE~-~B~I~RT~H-S-T-O-RY--B-O-D-Y-M-A-S-K~ to : The Pedestal 
• 6 85 4 Inver n e s s St . 

~an~o u ver , BC 
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The children of a lesbian 
mother can be and often are 
taken away from her on the 
grounds that her lesbianism 
(her "deviance") makes her 
an unfit mother. A state 
which has the power to do 
that also has the power to 
remove childre n from women 
who deviate in a lesser 
degree - ie . who have too 
many heterosexual lovers, 
etc. Until deviance from 
the feminine "norm", in 
whatever way, is no longer 
grounds for punishment, no 
woman is safe- or free. 

Feminists have been 
fighting for a long time 
for the right of every wom-
an to be a full, free human 
being- financially, socia l ly , 
and emotionally. Susan, you 
obviously feel that some great 
chasm exists between you on 
one side and lesbians on the 
other . This saddens me, be -
cause I don't know how we 
will ever be able to change 
the world together to fit 
our needs if you persist in 
seeing me as some sort of 
separate spe c i es. And it 
angers me whe n you say that 
we have "lost our co:rnmon goal-
because my struggle is your -
struggle . Just b e cause I use 
the word 'lesbian' instead of 
the all-inclusive "woman", 
changes nothing of our goals. 
When the world is a safe and 
happy place for lesbians to 
live, it will necessar ily be 
a safe and happy pla·ce for 
any woman. 

Nym Hughes 

Suzzanne Benton, a~t~~t 06 
METAL, MASK & RITUAL SCULPTURE 
hao dev etop ed a u"~que aopeet 
06 maok th~oug h d~amat~ve 
na~~at~ve p~e~entat~on~ 06 
Women 06 Myth & He~~tage who 
have tong bee" de6~ned th~ough 
the e yeo 06 the pat~~a~ehy . The 
powe~ 06 the~~ t~6e oto~~eo ~o 
~tunn~n9· 

Aopeet. 06 maok outh a •• h~eld , 
d~~gu~he and tnan~60~m~t~on ake 
emptoyed to po~nt out the 
~m~£a~~t~e~ and d~chotorn~e~ 

betwee~ the ma~~h we choohe to 
ea~ and tho.e we a~e 6o~eed to 
ea~ . The utt~mate u.e 06 ma.k 

. h tka n~ cedence. 

The Pedeotaf. w~ohe. to thank 
Suzanne Benton 60n pe~m~h~~on l 
to ~ep~~"t photog~apho 06 he~ 
wo~lz. 
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The price we pay for en-
deavouring to live in an aware 
manner can, at times become 
very steep. ; Being closeted 
may be lonely and even self-
defeating, but it is safely 
so, in many ways. To iive 
openly even part of the time 
as a lesbian and a fenimist 
means not" only to embrace 
your own selfhood but also to 
deal with the resulting 

attachs -- some harmless, some 
deadly -- from the sQciety 
which seeks to maintain our 
oppression. None of us are 
totally unfamiliar with or 
immune to such situations; 
but many of them may pass 
right by us, because we be-
come a little tD"ughened 
throuqh the necessity of 
interactinq with our en-
vironment- all of it, ann 
not only the elements ",lith 
which we find rapport '. Of 
course, part of this inter-
action is a practical ne-
cessity: there aren't many 
iobs availahle to fit the 
talents and needs of femin-
ists. 

One choice is to live a 
series of roles, according 
to· the nictates of the sit-
uation; ~ost of us do this 
to one extent or another. 
It is a schizophrenic choice 
because it means trading 
off conviction against ne-
cessity to try and acheive 
some kind of balance. I~ 
for one, as well as working 
for a better dav, often 
think about the ' alternat-
ives, and wonder what would 
happen if I didn't give 
in now in order to be able 
to fight later . 

The story I have to tell 
reads in some ways like a 
grade B movie script. It 
is a true story in every 
respect, except that the 
naMes and places have been 
chanqed in order to orotect 
the innocent from the quiltv 
The situation that resulted 
here is being contested 
and it is the hope of the 
contesteres that the com-
olete story can be told in 
due time-for the sake. of all 
of us. 

Kathv is the name I 
will use for a woman who 
has worked for the oast 
eiqht months as a case-
work sUDervisor for a 
local social service ag-
ency. She is a feminist. 
Within the context of her 
job she became a kind of 
sounding board for the 
qrievances of the other 
staff memPers (all w'omen) 
about the agency's auto-
cratic director. (also a 
N·oma·n. ) The situation 
had its compensations, 

beinq a "heloing" agency, 
hut they were few. 

Not too long ago, a les-
bian I shall call Nora ap-
plied for the position of 
group horne supervisor at 
the agency. , As the, director 
was on vacation, the person 
she contacted was Kathy. 
Nora in due course ' had two 
in-person interviews- one 
with Kathy and one with an 
older women, I, both of whom 
confirmed ~hlat she w9s well-
qualified for the pos(i t-
ion. From Kathy she ' did le-
arn some of the problems of , 
working in the agency: that 
lt was largely reactionary in 
a collective sense, and 
that although its clients 
were often lesbians, there 
was a good deal of "anti-
lesbian prejudice wi thin the 
volunteer sraft. She also l 
1:>ecarre aware that 9-s a fern-I 
inist and as a lesbian, wHo 
had previous contact .' 
with some of the agency staff 
members, she might find he~ , 
appli::ation received wi;bh a 
negat1ve slant. ~.vhatever 

misgivings she may have had 
at this time proved to be 
we 11 founded. 

The final decision was 
in the hands of the dir-
ector. Nora tv-as in the final 
'group of six applicants and 
she was Kathy's personal 
choice for the job. Kathy 
was then approached by three 
staff members who had known 
Nora previously. The first 
woman rushed into her office 
in a panic because she "just 
had to tell her" that Nora 
was a lesbian. This woman 
was quite taken aback to 
hear, rather than the ex-
pected gasp of horror, Ka-
thy's opinion that, regard-
less, Nora was still well-
qualified for the position. 
This same woman later expres-
sed the opinion that it would 
be ok for a lesbian to be a 
baker or a truck driver, but 
not to work with children. 

The second staff member 
to approach Kathy coined once 
more the famous phrase about 
"The molding of young women's 
minds", which, in intellect-

ual retrospect, she retracted 
to a degree. The third was 
of the opinion that "a mil-
itant feminist would be dis-
ruptive in the office"- an 
astute observation which she 
also later retracted. No 
one who was contacted as a 
reference ~ad any complaints 
about Nora's work- only mis-
givings about her "assertive-
ness", which in this situat-
ion was construed as a neg-
ative quality. 

The director's first move 
upon her return was to reamr 
mend a ,man who had made a 

casual phone-call about the 
job, and to suggest hiring 
him at a higher salary than 
that originally offered, 
because they "couldn 1 t ex-
pect" to get 'a man at that ! 
price." 

The outcome of all this 
was that Nora was not hired 
because, according to the 
director, I1grave doubts had 
been expressed" to her about 
Nora, and that she had been 
"privy to information whi\ch 
made Nora an unsuitable can-
didate for the job." This 
coming from a woman who signs 
her le.tters Mrs. John Doe. 

N0t l .ong after this Kathy 
was' f.ired, without official 
reason I (i t 's a nonunion ag-
ency) but, according to the 

ldirector, because the two of 
them CQuid no longer work to-
gether. Nhereas she had 
previously had some staff 
,supportm private, at this 
point Kathy has no support 
from' anyone in the agency in 
public or private. She can-
not even ,get a letter of re-
ference. 

The agency in question is 
well-established and well-
known. Here, lesbianism is 
viewed as a sickness, as im-
moral deviance, or as a 
criminal act. Volunteers 
are of the opinion that les-
bians should be segregated 
and t'not helped", It is, . 
in essence, an arm of the 
government. This agency is 
anti-prisoner 1 s ri9hts, 
condescending, and pater-
nalistic. This agency works 
with women. 

- Judi Morton 

The. B.C. Lub-Layt Cau.ctL6 -i'n c.on-
junction w.u:h ,the UBC Women' 6 06-
Mce J...6 g~v~ng , a MUueA 06o.ex 
oem.enaJU> ,thJ...6 yeM e»;tilled~­
"pewve on LeAb~anMm. 16 you 
c.an. c.Ol'l.-tJU.butepeJWOYlal e.xpeJU.e..n.c.e. 
and .en 6 Oltma.Uo non ,to p~C.1. Mch 
M Emp.toyment, Men.ta..t HeaLth, 
LeAb~an Mo,thvw, ,the MecLia, e.tc., 

.pteMe WlU.te: B.C. LeAb.i.an Cauc"", 
Box 4294 
MiUn po",t 066.i.ce 
Va.nc.ouvVt, B.C. 



I LESBIAN 4 MYTHS MARG I 
What's a normal woman? 

"She d o e s notreact I{lith perman'·' 
e nt p s ychopathology to the dis-
c ove r y of the anatomical dif ·, 
fe r ences betwe en the sexes. 
'I'hes e women accept and even wel-
come menstruation They do not 
drea.d mating. They also cons-
ider pregnancy, childbirth and 
nursing as creative, miraculous 
and happy priviledges. If it 
is possible to dissolve her 
c a stration fears, she may orient 
her erotic drive toward hetero -
sexuality. She will then re-
cognize that a woman is a person 
endowed with adequate sexual 
organs constructed to fit and 
fuse with the male sexual organs 
in lovemaking. She will then be 
become capable of enjoying org-
iastic potency. She will wel-
come her fulfillment thru preg-
nancy and maternity, a process 
in the healthy woman that tran-
scends all other satisfactions 
in life. -, 

As Victorian as it ~ay sound, 
this is the definition of natural 
woman 7,hat presides, and I 
found it in the Vancouver Lib -
rary where I went to read about 
lesbians. 

To begin with , most profes-
sional writers are heterosexual 
males, who have no vested i'nter' 
est in advertizing the fact that 
women ~an be happy together. 
Whe n you're a le'sbian wondering 
about yourself it takes a high 
degree of self confidence to 
disre gard the major assumptions. 
Le a fing through the most evid-
e nt volumes I found the same old 
stories: 

"Female homosexuality is 
a psy chosexual aberration. It is 
an unfortunate result of the E:"<3 r" 
ly imp act of a stressful event 
upon an individual who, for rea·-
so~ s not yet fully understood, is 
unabl e to handle the ensuin0 an-
xiety connected with hetero-
sexuality. As a compromise, such 
a person may take refuge in an 
e rotic relationship with a 
member of her own sex. (Judd p. 
l1armor - Sexual Inversion, 

"The r e are shifting roles in fe-
ma l e homosexuality , as well as 
types. There is a spectrum 
ranging from femm ehomosexuals to 
'dykes', with frequent polariz-
ation , at either end. The ' dyke' 
is considered the 'aggressive ' 
individual, the woman who takes 
over the role of a man and r.ay 
e ven talk as female homosexuals 
ima(]ine that males talk in sexual 
situations . The aggressive fe-
male homosexual pretends that she 
has a penis. The feminine homo -
sexual (the femme) acts the role 
of a fe'male ... " (273, Sexual Ir-' 
version) 

That definition is unfair to 
young lesbians wandering into the 
library to read up on what ' s 
known of their sexuality. I ' m 
indignant having lesbianism de -
scribed as a psychosexual aber -
ration, as a mimic of male and 
female lovemaking as though two 
women can see npthing in each 
other. 

My experience and society ' s 
theories differ with the usual 
discrepancies I find between 
r e ality and what I ' m told is re·-
ality. It is time we deciphered 
for ourselves what lesbianism 
means. I'Ve sat down to p:liece to-
gether some thoughts on butches 
and femmes and put them toqet~er 
into this articl~. 

BUTCHES 
and 

FEMMES 
Someone asked me once, in a 

bar, whether I was a butch or 
, femme. I didn't know what too 
sa~l . A lot of people assumed 
that I was a femme because my 
hair was long. But then, there 
was another woman who insisted 
on saying to me ," Oh,you ' re so 
butch " . I felt so strange , I 
didn't feel like either. I 
~'7as at Harpar ' Col l ege at the 
tj~e, and wore flannel: shirts 
and blue jeans like everybody 
else. I couldn't see what was 
so butch about me. 
, I ' d heard it mentioned so 

often in connection with les -
bianism that I couldn't help 
wondering about it in the back 
of my mind. Did this mean I'd 
be attra'cted to more masculine 
women or more feminine? I 
tried to find patterns with my 
friends. There weren't any 
patterns . I felt attracted to 
what is termed 'masculine' women 
for the energy with which they 
take the world in their hands , 
despite pressures to be ladies. 
I always enjoyed ' the same en-
ergy in myself. 

Descriptions of butch- femme 
characteristics are no he l p at 
all~ Invariably the one with 
short hair is smaller, or the 
one who knows about cars can 
also knit. It 's impossible to 
tell who is what . ~nd in my-
self, I recog nise both feminine 
and masculine, and I call my-
self a wbman. In times of un -
certainty, I've played both 
roles alternately over a space 
of months , to see what worked 
best. I got turned off relating 
through roles. 



Th e problem is with the terms . 
Most l esbians I know have been 
ca l led ' b u tch ' i n derogatory 
tones at some t i me or o ther , f or 
broadening the fac t s about what 
a woman can do. I t ' s masculine 
to wear overa l ls, have s hort 
hair , do a man ' s j ob , smoke a 
pipe, have a deep vo i ce, l eave 
hair on your legs o r deve l op 
muscles. It's feminine to keep 
your hair long, enjoy chi l dr en, 
cooking , sewing , have a s mall 
b o dy or not particul arly e n joy 
speaking up in crowds. 

With work in the women ' s 
movement and determination to GAINSBOROUGH' SLADY 

live as we please, we ' ve man-
aged to loosen the definitions 
of masculine and feminine. 
Still the wor l d clings to the 
notion that people exist in two 
distinct po l arities - one hai r y; 
one smooth, one money-earner one 
child- bearer. ,A system based 
on the family has to protec t 
heterosexuality as the on l y sex-
ua l ity. As an overall t heor y of 
humankind, it falls flat when 
you love women who use thei r 
bodies, speak their minds, love 
and live with each other . 

Whatever roles we choose to 
play , we choose because t hey ma'ke CARAVAGGIO'SL(lTEPLAYER 

us happy. Fred calls herse l f a 
butch . She adopted Fred, from 
Frieda, crops her hair, has 
a deep voice , wears men's suits, 
walks in great strides, s l aps 
pals on the back, dri nks beer 
in one gu l p and tries to i mpress 
peop l e wi th her str ength t o 
t h e point of breaki ng a wi ndow 
t o open it. The r e are obvi o us 
Bu t c hes who go to a lot of tro -
ub l e to simul ate beards. And 
then there are more s ubt l e ty-
pes who wouldn 't call them-
selves butches but who insist on 
being the Dec i der in r e lations -
ships. guider of sexua l activ-
ities, threatened by moves of 
independence on the part of the i r 
women. Then , I've met women who 
want some one to take care of 
world l y activi t.i.es , protect her 
and keep her financially. 

EDITH WHARTON, 1905 
,\n Angel of Devostation. 

~ One young couple I knew wer e 
into roles. The Butch was a 
meatcutter, the femm e a c a sh-
ier. In appe arance, the rol e s 
weren't obvious. But Sa lly was-
n't allowed out by herself, and 
threatened the relationship by 
wanting to drive her own car. 
Ann was called Daddy by Sally's 
kids, brought horne the money, 
made the descisions, opened the 
bottles and wore the pants. 

A lot of lesbian hers tory has 
bee n determined by how difficult 
it is to construct a r e lationship 
with no patterns to follow. But 
the concept that all love relat-
ionships are male-female is 
going out of style, and with it 
goes the notion that a woman 
who wants a woman is looking for 
a man in disguise . Or that she 
wants to be like a man in order 
to attract another woman. 

Lesbians who have no pat-
terns are far more prevalent 
today than heavy butch women in 
three piece suits taking great 
strides accross the bar floor t o 
bow to damsels in evening gowns. 

The reality of it is, anyone 
who wants to believe that all 
lesbian~ are Butch or Femme, 
wi ll be able to f i t us into those 
ca t e gories by judging how we 
l i k e to look, how we like to 
act, and hm" we r e late to our 10 

- lovers. But for the most part, 
by defining details based on old 
concepts of masculine and fem-
inine, they end up with a gross 
generalization, are wrong in 
their conclusions, and a t best 
work out a scale of points for 
which side of the line we lean 
toward. . 

Mostly, I don't think that we 
lesbians should define ourselves 
by heterosexual terms. It's a 
waste of talent to close off 
craft activity just because we're 
also carpenters . And it's det-
rimental to loving, to worry a-
bout whether you are going to 
do the touching ,or be touched. 

Sometimes I like to lie with 
my head on my lover's shoulder 
and feel secure with her strong 
arms around me. Sometimes when 
I hold her, she seems so delic-
ate and breakable, and I sense 
her getting energy from my str-
ength . I feel free to be as 
masculine and as feminine as is 
in me. 

Butches and femmes are in-
existent insofar as. we decide 
to throw out the lines between 
masculine and feminine be haviour 
and choose exactly what we want 
to do with ourselves from the 
whole spe ctrum. It's part of 
being wome n as we s ee women a r e 
rather thanas ,we we r e t o ld we 
are. 

It should be common knowl e dge 
that women can love wome n with 
no one more powe rful tha n the 
othe r, and that ' love ma king can 
be a n expression o f love we 
fe e l for each othe r, nothing tO I 
do with a n act. that has a be-
g inning and an end. 
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LESBIAN RIGHTS POLICY PROPOSALS TO THE B.C. FEDERATION OF WOMEN 
I NTRODUCT I ON : 

The posi ti on of the l esbi an i n 
th i s soc i etyis, to say the least 
d i ff i c u It . She has been b r anded 
fo r thousands of years as eyi I, 
shame fu l , s i c k and contageous l y 
cor r up t i ng , and must confront and 
combat these myths i na I most every 
area o f he r li te . She can be d i s-
owned , t ired , dep ri ved of her ch i ld-
ren , dishonorably discha r ged f r om 
t he a r my , i ncarcerated , ev i cted , 
d i spised and even d r iven to mad-
ness and deat h . 

Lesbians a r e pun i shed ,so ha r sh l y 
because t hey a r e dev i an t s from t he 
trad i t i onal f emin i ne role . In a 
patr i archy where the e xp l o itat i on 
of women as a servant class -\~i ves , 

secretaries , chi Id - rearers , clea n-
ers- is necessa r y for the cant i n-
uat i on o f t hat soc i e t y , deviance 

mUS T De pun i shed and thereb y hope- Federation of Women. 
ful · l y prevented. Ult i mate accep-
tance o f l esb i anism i s therefore 

BCFW con -

i mposs i b l ew i thout a t ota I re -
stuctur i ng o f the cul t ure . 
Feminism i s the only pol i t i cal 
ana I ys is wh i ch recogn i zes the 
reasons for I esb i an opp r ess i on and 
sees the acceptance o f I esb i an i sm 
as integra I to the f reedom of a II 

ven ti on late r t hi s f all (No vembe r) 
wil l vo t e on whethe r to acc ept 
t hese pr oposa I s . I f adop ted , they 
wi I I become o ffi c i al l y and pub l i c -
I y part of BCFW ' s stuggl e fo r 
femi n i st refo rm s . A BCF~i subcom-
mittee \'I i II work t o wa rd s impl emen-
t at i on o f the p roposa I s . 

women . The fem i n i s t movemen t is The adoption of t he se pro posa I s 
the on l y vehic l e now ex i sting for seems I i ke an extreme ly sma l l 
t he imp l emen t ati on of the vast step towa r ds t he i rmle nse changes 
changes necessary , and it i s bui It nee ded , but i t i s non t he less 
to a I arge extent on the revo I u _ va l i d and shou I d be sopported . 
t i onary energy an d st r ength of Fo r mo r~ in f ormati on on The Ri ghts 
women l oving women . Of Lesbian s In te r est Gr o up of t he 

. BCFW , contact : PO Box 4294, Ma in 
Lesb i ans work i ng within t he fem i n i s't post Offi ce , Van couver, BC. 
moveme nt in B.C . ha ve r esea r ched 
and de ve l oped the fo ll o w i ng pro-
posa l s as suggest i ons for t he 
pol i cy platfo rm o f the B. C. 

Society 'defines worren in rela tion to rren. Worren who choo~e not to relate to rren in traditional ways, 
or. who choose not t o r e late to rren at all, are regarded Wlth conterrpt and fear. All worren who do not 
:~! tthf s ~PP{~~b1:~le stereotype suffer severe a:msquences, especially those who deviate the furthes t, 

WOftlSI1'S f ea r o f themselves and each other clearly divides our strength as a group. Until such fear 
is no l onger used t o control and rranipula te us, warren will not be free to choose alteITlate and living 
varying life styles . 

We the r e fore f ully af,finn lesbianism as one o f a variety o f strong and free life choices for -VIOITen, 
and r e CClgnize tha t the s truggle for acceptance o f l esbiani sm as a val id lifesty,le is the struggle for 
the r~.ght of any VJOman to de fine her arm life. ' 

The goal o f the f eminist nnverrent i s to c r eate a society \Nhere worren are free, full hurran reings with-
out being defined i n rel a tion to rren,; sexually , eCClnomically , J.Xlliticallyor s ocially. 

POLICY P IDPOSALS : , 
1. Legal decisions o::mceITling the "fitness" of rrothers should have nothing to do with living 
arrangerrents and/or sexua l pre ference. Lesbi anism, in itself, should not be CClnsidered grounds for 
unfitness. 

a l Children should not be discriminated agai nst because of their parents I sexual orientation and/ 
or living arrangerrents. 

a ) Lesbians should not be dis9riminated agains t beca use of their arrangerrenes and/or openness 
al::x:mt thelr ~exual preference (i. e. living wi th an;>ther VIOHlcill.) 



l ~~cx:t' cases ~ decided rrore on sc:x:~al attitudes than on specific laws. 'Ihere is no law prcr 
hibltlng a lesblan rrother from retainll1g custody of her children , but as far as we knOll there has 
not been one case in canada where custody was awarded to a ~II'k'ID who was- open aOOut her l esbianism 
in court. Changing this situation necessitates changing societal attitudes t:a.vards lesbianism. 
'!he injustice of present legal attittrles is illustrated by the follCMing: 

A twelve year old girl living with her nother was raped by her father. Olarges were dropped 
against the father in court on the grounds that because the rrother was a lesbian the child was 

~ already living in an 11 irmoral" horre, therefore no further darrage could have been done against her. 

Il1.Btanc~s like this are the reason for the clause prohibiting discri.m:i.nation against children on 
i:lle baslS of the rrother ' 5 lifestyle . . 

2. k: l€gistration of children. '!here should re no special registration forms for the ille-
gitimate . .,--' i.e. Fegistration forms- a particular man ' s property who becprre legal with his mUTE:.) 

The whole ooncept of illegitimacy must be destroyed as it reflects the attitude of warren and 
children as property. 
'lhis pro[X)sal is included as a general feminist demand and specifically because many lesbians 
are singal rrothers . If a child is registered as "illegitirrate then the state is legally consti-
tuted as the child1s father. 'lhe state therefore has the paYer to easily rerrove the lIillegitima.te 
children from "lesbian rrothers. I 

3. C11ildcare : 'lhere should be no discrimination in hiring lesbians for childcare positions. 

4. Health: Celibacy and lesbianism should be reoognized by the rredical and oounselling prof-
essions as viable aspects of ferrale sexuality. A therapy resource list nrust be oonpiled. A 
therapy residence for .....orren living alternate lifestyles must be made available. 

5. Education: a) Self- supporting attitudes and lifestyles alternatives should re discussed 
with warren stooents and as lesbianism is an alternate for WQf'l"eI1, it should be openly discussed. 

b) 'lhere should be no discrimination against lesbian teachers or non-teaching staff in hiring 
and prorrotional policies. 

6. EirploynEl1t: No.8, section 1. of the Human Rights COde of B.C. Act reads: 
1) Every person has the right of equality of opportunity based upon bona fide qualifications 

in respect of his occupation, enployrrent, advancerrent or prorrotion and without limiting the 
generali ty of the foregoing: 

a) no e:rrployer shall refuse to employ or to contimE to errploy, or to advance or prorrote 
that person or discriminate against that person in resfEct of errployrrent or a oondtion of 
errployrrent. 
b) no errployrrent agency shall refuse to refer him for enployrrent tmless a reasonable case 
exists for such refusal or discrimination. 

2) Fbr the purposes.of subsectional: 
a) for the race, color religion, age, martial stp.tus, ancestry, place of origin, or: pol-
i tical belief of any person or class of persoI?-s shall not constitute reasonable cause. 
--Subsection 2 should read to include sexual preference. I.espianism should not re a valid 
reason for the firing of an employee. 

7 . Housing: No.4, Section 6 of the 1973 Hum3Il Rights COde Act of B.C . reads: 
a) no person shall deny to any person or class of persons the right to occupy as a tenant 
any space that is advertised or otherwise represented as being available for occupancy by 
a tenanti or 
b) discriminate against any person or class of persons with respect to any tenn or oondition 
of the tenancy of such space because of religion, race, colour, ancestrvor place of origin 
of that fErson or class of persons. 

Subsection 6 should also incltrle sexual preference, sex, marital status, or alternate living 
arrangerren ts. 

-8. My reference to a person I s sexual orientation should be deleted from Inrnigration rules and 
regulations. 

Inrnigration Act- Part 1, No 5E: 
No person other than a person referred to in subsection 7(2) shall be admitted to canada if 
he is a rrerrber of any of " the follCMing classes of fErsons: 

e) prostitutes, honosex'uals, or persons living on the avails of prostitution or horrosexual-
ism, pimps, or persons coming to canada for these or any other i.mrroral purp:>ses. 

'lhese proposals are self- explanatory. All are designed to increase a'w'areness and tmderstanding 
of lesbianism and provide basic htnnan rights protection . 

9. Presently, the age of oonsent for hooosexuais is 21 while the age of consent for heterosexual 
acti vi ties is 18. '!here should be no discrepancy in the age of oonsent for horro- or hetero-! sexual activities. 

"The Gay Rights rroverrent in canada advocates the total al:x::llition of age of consent legislation. 
As lesbian feminists we cannot support this dem:md. 'Ihe present laws provide serre protection 
against the sexual exploitation of YOtmg warren. Abolition of age of oonsent l.eMS would MJrsen 
the si tua tior.. . 

Registration form is on 
" paqe 2.1. 



carpentry 
By 
o 
E 
B 
o 
U 
B 
E 
L 
K 
o 

In the l ast l s sue (Aug Sep t) 
of the Pedestal, I wr o t e t he 
first article f or the c a r pentry 
co l umn . He r e c e ived this l e tter 
from a reader i n -Winni peg about 
that same art icle s o I dec ide d 
to share it with you . I 
really apprec i ate yo u r fee dback 
Paula, and hope yo u and othe r s 
continue to wr i te me a bo ut your 
experiences a n d yo ur r eflec t-
ions on the c o lumn. Thanks -
,:eb. 

Dear Sisters : 
I r ead with g re a t i nte r e st 

you r artic l e on c arpentry i n 
the Aug . /Sept .' issue as I am 
a lso a carpen ter . My b a c kground 
is qui te d i fferen t from Deb 's, 
s o I thought I ' d gi ve you 
ano t her view . 

screw se l ection . One 
called Basic Carpentry 
ted. For such a low prlce , the 
Sunset series can ' t be beat. 

While I agree tha t power 
tools are dangerous, I real l y 
'b e lieve in them . After instr uct-
ion and much p r actice, I am 
quite confident with them and 
have control over t hem. They 
have no mi nds and can ' t jump up 
and bite you i f you use them 
p rop erly. Only ca r e l essness 
and/ or ignorance as to proper use 
c a us e s accidents . Oh yes , if 
they are in bad shape o r improp-
erly grounded you can hur t 

yourself seriou s l y , but mainten-
ance comes with the i ns truc-

ti0n in community college. If 
you can ' t go to a school , a 
qua lified salesman can instruct 
you, or a carpenter friend . 

' Hope this i s some use to you. 
Re a l ly enjoy the Pe d e s t a l, keep 
'em coming. 

Love and Solidarity , 
Paula Ring 

Fi rst of a ll, t took a c a r pen -
try Iwoodwork ing c ourse a t th e 
commun i ty co l lege he r e in ~'Jin­
nipeg , which I feel has been i n-
valuable to me. Previo us to 
that I had no carpen t ry skills 
o r experience and wan t ed t o 
l earn the basics of hand t ools 
and machines and how to use t hem 
to the best advanta ge . 

Each is s ue I ~ d like to share 
with y ou s o me of the things I ' ve 
p ut t ogethe r. They seem fairly 
simp l e and might serve to intro-
duce peop l e to t he ple asures of 
work i ng wi th the ir h a nds. This 
issue : 

I d i d receive Nan powe r a s sis t -
ance ($60 a week) a f te r a lo t of 
fan cy talk , pers ua sion and a bit 
of l uck (a Manpower studen t drop -
ped out and I got his money ). 
I was n e ver to l d to go to the 
carpe nters ' a pprenti ceship board 
-- I guess i t ' s d i f fer e nt he r e 
in Hani toba . 

The course is gea r ed toward 
the construction bu s i ness with 
cabi net maki n g th rown in a s a n 
extra . I am into cab i ne t s, 
space-saving systems a n d buil t -
in functional 'storage a n d 
f u rn i ture. I ' d also l ike t o 
bui l d my own home someday (not 
a stucco one either!) 

I got out with a C- a ve r age in 
June and am planning on b ui lding 
some furni t 'ure this wi n t e r aI)d 
helping to renovate the ho use'I ' m 
living in. 

I ' d like to add a coup l e of 
basic tools to Deb ' s list . One 
is a COMBINATION SQUARE, used for 
marking lines across bo a r ds a nd 
down the length of boards an d 
plywood. Another is the SLIDI NG 
T-LEVEL vJhich can reproduce a ny 
angle you wish . These are bo t h 
measuring and marking too l s . 

A good basic book for bu ild-
ing carpenters is called Han d 
vJoodworking Tools . It was one 
o f my texts b u t I 've seen i t i n 
bookstores . It is $5 . 75 , o r 
was l ast year. Suns et books 
p uts out an excellent series of 
books for $1 . 95 , f u l l y i l l ustra-
ted with loads of useful know-
l edge . They e xplain t he tech-
n i q ues of wood select i o n , t ype s 

wood , "'lOodworkinq joints , 
t a ble top making , drawer con-
st r uction , stan d a rd d imen s ions 
choosinq a n d applyi n g a f i ni s h 
in Furn iture Yo u Can Ma ke. The y 
e ven h a ve a c ha r t f or na ll a nd 

1 
BASIC BOOKSHELVES 

* $6 - $8 
Materials: l x8 ' s or lxl O' s in 

spr uce or fir. 

Tools: 

2 L-braces per she l f . 

Hammer , screwdr iver , a n d 
hand dri ll. Medi um sand-
paper . 

Measure the l ength of the 
space you have chosen t o p l ace 
your shelves . Dec i de what size 
and k i nd of wood to b uy 
Usually lx8 ' s or lx l O' s i n a 
light weight wood like spruce or 
fir ~s best . L- braces come i n 
all different sizes and a r e i n 
pa i rs when . you buy them. The 
width of the boar ds you buy will 
determine ~he size of the L-
bra c e s. You should try and have 
two inches of overhang . For 
exa mple , if you chose a lx8 to 
build with , then 6" L- braces 
would be quite adequate. 

Before attatchi ng the braces , 
make sure that the boar d sur f -
aces are n icely sanded , especia l-
l y the corners and the face of 
the board that is go ing to sho w. 

Attatch the braces t o the 
board first , an d t hen to t he 
wall with screws . The screw ' s 
h e ad need not be too long --
(s cre w length is determi ned by 
the weight of t he wood being 
us e d , and t h e mate rial you ' r e 
t rying to s c rew into) . Use the 
hand drill to make holes fo r 
the scre ws i n the boards and 
wa ll. Make sure the shelves 
are level with the wa l l a n d 
there you are . You might wan t 
to finish t h e wood to protect 
it. I I1se linseed oil. I t 
leaves the wood its natura l 
CQ lou~ and protec t s it from 
water and stains quite we ll. 



~ECH ICS br tMAUDE 
Mom's Repairs began as an 

idea in the mi nd of a woman 
who had be.en doing auto mech-
an i cs for four years. Her 
initial concept ~as a garage 
where a woman could bring her 
car to be repaired, pay only 
for the parts necessary and 
be ab l e to gain free know'~ 
ledge of basic auto mechanics 
and maintenance from other 
women. It would be run by and 
for women. She applied for 
an OFY grant (Opportunities 
for Youth) and was funded 
some $7 , 000.00 

I n March of this year I 
met Jane Perks by way of the 
grapevine. I heard through 
friends that she was a "damn 
good mechanic " , and so I 
decided to call her about a 
bum Datsun I had just newly 
acqu ired. Over the phone we 
made arrangements to get to-
gether the following day. 
Through the encounters that 
ensued I learned from her 
that she had applied for an 
OFY grant and needed oth.er 
peopl e to work on it with 
her. She would ~each us what 
she could, and in turn all 
of us would teach others 
while repairing their cars. 
Of course I volunteered my 
services, and so it began . , 

About mid-April, Jane 
called me and said she haJ 
received funding but changes 
in her l i fe and headspace 
necess i tated her leaving Van-
couver. Did I sti l l want to 
do the grant? Both of us knew 
the importance of women get-
ting money, and neither of us 
wan t ed to send the cash back, 
so I said that I was willing 
to work on "the project, but 
that my knowledge of auto 
mechanics was far too limited 
to run a garage. Perhaps we 
could change the focus: make 
it into a women's educational 
garage where everyone con-
cerned could teach and learn 
together. And so, together 
with three other women, the 
Women's Educational Garage, 
alias Mom ' s Repairs, began 
on May 15, 1975. 

The first thing we did was 
to get together to meet each 
other, organize some proced-
u r es, and check out the kind 
and quantity of tools we ne-
eded to begin. Jane Smith 
said she had a few tools she 
be willing to lend the garage 
until we got our own. Janet 
sa i d she'd front the project 
$500 to buy the new tools. 
~le made lists, and the next 
day 'Janet and Myra went to 
Sears and bought tools. Just 
l ike that, we were in bus-
iness. 

Our experience with re-
pairing cars varied with 
each person. Janet and Myra 
be·gan fra:rn scratch, reading 

manuals and doing basic 
tune-ups on their own cars. 
Jane Smith had done a lot 
of work on motorcycles, and 
me,-well, I had done some 
work on VW' s' and kne~'l basic 
tune-up procedures . 'l'he 
first week or so was spent 
studying manuals, talking, 
sharing experiences and 
tearing our own cars apart. 
If we were going to try and 
help other women understand 
some basic skills, we cert-
ainly couldn't begin with-
out knowing . them ourselves. 
Besides, we could use this 
time to~get to know each 
other better and to see how 
we would work together. 

Soon, women started tr-
ickling in, learning about 
us through the OFY office 
or from friends of the pro-
ject. The publicity camp-
aign began with a 90ster 
party of sorts, and then 
to small blurbs and talk 

Vlomen start-
ed calling and making ap-
pointments; sometimes as 
many as ' four appointments 
in one day. The project was 
off 'to a flying start . 

Throughout the four mon-
ths of my sharing wi th Hom's 
Repairs, I witnesse d women 
of all ages, from early 
twenties to late fifties, 
become overwhelmed with 
their new-found abilities . 
Nomen came to the garage 
who had never changed a tire 
before. Other women came \..,ho 
knew more about cars than we 
did, and would share their 
knowledge with us. We set up 
four workshops during the 
project and did two work-
shops ourselves in Delta for 
the Women's Centre . there. 

to t he ti p of her 
shoes , grinning·from 

ear with con fi dence 
s ati sfac t ion. 

t h e gar age the r e is a 
i n t he window a long 

o l ant. On i t is a 
the Dimwi t Auto 

. I t reads : 
IIIf all y ou can do is 
clench y our t e e t h a nd 
look he l p l e ssly a t the 
gro und, you're no t the 
first per son who fe lt like 
tha t . Sometimes it he lps 
to s a y , 'I 'm scar e d, ~'rn 
not s tupi d. I 'm sca r e d. ' 
As you work o n ca r s , you 
l ear n t o \-lork through the 
f ear . " 

The project ended up bring- ' 1----------------1 
ing together women who nat- On September 5th , Morn's 
urally would not have grav- Re p a i rs closed. OFY 'funding 
itated to e a ch ot.he r . Many h a d ended. The projec t has 
hours were spent drinking a pplied for L.I.P. fun d ing, 
coffee and sharing the fears wh ich would begin in mid-
and funny stories we all November. Any l etters of 
have about our cars; women s upport would be greatly 
of all ages feeling good prec i ated. Please addres s 
and getting high with each a l l letters to: 
other, laughing and becoming r·lom I s Re pairs 
disgustingly filthy . There 976 Rl!ngwood Ave nue \ 
simply is nothing like a Vancouver, B.C . 
woman who for the first time 
has grease from the top of 



news from CJ'oronto 
THE CRITICAL LIST is a news -

paper to come out of Toronto 
which will be dealing with 
It issues in health and the ill-
ness business". Assistant 
Edi tor Ken \'1yman I at a press 
conference here in Vancouver 
during the summer, indicated 
that they will be covering 
various alternative health care 
methods as well as presenting 
a critical view of the tradi -
tional health care field. He 
hopes to see included articles 
on massage I 'homeopathy, herbal-
ism, acupuncture, and even a 
research article about the use 
of various "health" shoes. 

When questioned about the 
coverage of women ' s health 
issues and the women's self-
help movement, Wyman told us 
that they would be dealt with 
on a continuing basis, but by 
female members of the staff . 
rather than by himself . There-
fore he could not elaborate a 
great deal on proposed topics 
for articles, but did mention 
alternate methods of birth con-
trol, self- help, ahd research 
on gynecologi~ts as possibil-
ities. He added that he felt 
a need for more men ' s health 
and body awareness information 
as well, since men ' s bodies and 
particularly genitals have been 
equally mystified (if not equally 
mutilated) by the health pro-
fessions. The first issue, 
£iven out at the press confer-
ence, did not contain articles 
specifically related to women. 

Wyman also talked about 
what kind of audience the paper 
would try to reach. There were 
three major groups: 

1) the "counter culture·" 
already ctisenchanted with the 
health care business as another 
agent/organ of the "system", 

2) health workers, 
3) a growing nur~er of mid-

dle-aged and older people who 
have gown more disillusioned and 
disenchanted with health care. 
Thus, the format of the paper 
will not be overtly revolutionary, 
but will aim to present alter-
native ideas to what is now 
offered the public as health care. 

Issues may be obtained from 
health food stores or by writing 
to The Critical List, 32 Sullivan 
Street, Toronto, Ontario, M5T IB9 . 
($8 for 12 issues. Free to men-
tal patients, prisoners, welfare 
victims. ) 

10 1. 
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A PLEA TO ALL MY SISTERS 11 
Stopped. I 6topped coo lUng , cieaJung, !.>lOeating 
mathvUng the he1.pteM clUtdJten who wo<Ltdn ' t Me me. 
Stopped wteMng, giving, 6eecling theJn my VelLq M<Lt 
TheM men who hate me. 
Stopped !.>having , piUating, b-encLcng, hicLcng th-io body 
I hate. 
Gain ' thltough the mauaM 
I vued to thin" 
to thin" 
to think I "topped to think bu.f. agad the thaughU 
buJUed -in my gu.f. 
they wo<Ltdn' t came au.f. they juJ..t wa<Ltdn' -t come . 
VltiUned {bu.f. 601t a !.>pM" I 
I had to touch Mime1.hing - anything 
M began ta 6uck and beg, be 6ucke« and beg 
6uck and beg and beg and beg 
Uatif. canvuf.6-ing, vom-i.ting, 6pew-i.mg !.>hd 
mMach-iot-beaten I wh-i.mpelLed 
Fuek. me I'm a Woman 
Love me I I m a woman 
My hand!.> they !.>hake and my bltiUn 
Atltophied af.IJ.e.o.dy 
nOW me.Lti.ng w-Uh vaUwn, -6miling .{.11 l1oVl-ciJteam 
Steep!.> 601tget6 I am elLMed. latma!.>tl 
{atmM .tl . I atma!.>t I 
Then a "tilJ.lJ.-i.ng - that !.>pMk agiUn 
M Mhamed ~n my plta!.>tltauan 
Mhamed to be a woman a6ltiUd. 
Bu.f. MlUng now 
o S-i.6tVt hotd my hand . 
A"lUng now 
601t "pace 601J. t-<.me to tet the "pMk become 
a6tame 
The 6tame a danung bf-aze. 
A"lUng now 
o 6-i.6tVt m-i.lJ.lJ.olt my 6t1tength thltough YOM tave 
Ana I will teMn to 6tand. 

P.O. 
Frances, Burnaby 

Ly-ing 
cia"e 
M i6 the 'ilCnd 
had btown M thelLe 

c.wwed 
M -i6 the "ea 
had taMed DVVt M 

helL hand 
","ooth 
.6-inewed 
a. w{!.ldom 
Itev<z-ued -in .eM wea.u'VLH'~ 

my 6.ingeJL6 
6vupped 
G 6 dead f.aYeJL6 
to({giteneti by w.{.Hd 
and '.IJ()t'.Jz. 
antet I 6e(~e. 
eVelLi/thing 

a.fIef accept a 
-the' ;,Javel.! aJte .6 
up the MWli..e 
al1d bac.k. agM.H 

.;he u6u hVt hand 
and -touc.het. m·tue 

we Me weathvU.J1g 
eac.h tn OLUl OWIt 'JJay 
togeth.cy, 

Deb Thomas ' 

p 
o 
E 
T 
R 
V 

That lOM the beg-inr..cng oS -it 
thw bec.o!1u.ng a .te6b-icU1 
nO tongM bung able. 
to -!lay t~o 
t.o my 6 eeL< ng ~ aboLLt WOlneJ1 
about a l'Jomal1 
HO i.ongC'.1L wal'Lttng to 6ay itO 

noW 
.tilelLe .0; the jo'l 
00 6aytng Yet. 

YeA· 
Deb Thorms 



WOMANPOWER12TAKES OVER 
On ~1onda Y I Seotember 1 5, 

len 5 , the ~1anom.,er' of f ices 
on Fmve Street '''ere occupied 
by a group of women demand-
ing a'Wom~n ' s ~dvocate . Fif -
teen of the women and one 
man remained the:re for t1N'O 
days while Manoower closed 
its doors to the puhlic un-
til Thursday, Septemner 18. 

T~e events and issues 
leading UP to the sit- in go 
back to the Outreach Confer --
ence in October 1974 at 
whic!1 all the Outreach work-
ers ~rom B. C. and the Yukon 
met to discuss difficulties 
they \V'ere havinq in solving 
the problems of their cli-
e nts. Outreac~ projects 
are funded by t<1anoower to 
reach women in the community 
and teach Manpower better 
ways of serving them. Hov/-
ever , Outreach clients con-
tinued to be faced with 
three year \..,rai ting lists for 
traininq and with 1\1anpm\ler 
counsellors who discrimin-
ated against them on the 
basis Ot sex, color and 
econo~ic status' Outreach 
workers still raced Ottawa 
officials who turne~ a deaf 
ear to identifien errors in 
their service and recommen -
dations tor Dolicy changes. 

Rohbie, one of the meM-
bere:; of "'hat was then the 
Outreach Women ' s Action 
Com~ittee , said in a recent 
intervie i " , "We wanted coun-
sell~rs retrained in their 
attitur1es . Tile IvanteiJ. it 
made known that, if coun-
sellors discriminated a-
nainst clients, something 
"lOu10 happen to tl-tem. And, 
of course, we Hanten. a i'lo-
men ' s Advocate." 

Chris , another member, 
talked about prevalent nr€-
iUdices at I"'anpo{.Ter in the' 
same interview, "On aoti-
tur'\e tests Cot Manpower] 
there is actually a ques-
tion that reaos so~ethinq 
like: 'Would 'YOU rather ao 
to a museum or visit chil-
~7en in a slum? ' ~~e ques -
tlon presupposes t~at vau 
r'\on ' t live in a slum . " 

As a res lIlt of this gen -
eral frustration and out -
rage, felt by Ou t reach wo -
kers allover B . C. and the 
Yukon , the 'Nomen at the 
Conference drew up a list 
of t\venty - one resolutions , 
including a request for a 
l'70men ' s Advocate , to pre -
sent to Manpower offices . 
Copies were sent to Ottaw'a , 
to Mr . Vanderloo , Director-
~eneral of Manpower and Im-
mi gration , Pacific ~egion ; 
and to Jo Mitchel l, Nomen ' s 
Employment Co- ordinator , 
Pac i fic Region. The women 
n ever received the slight-
est resI?onse. 

In the fall of lQ7 d , the 
Outreach Tvomen ' s Action 
Commi ttee ,,,as formed for 

m a 
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r 
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t~e Duroose of writing a e 
iob description for a t.10 - ' 
men ' s Advocate. They he In 
Dublic meetin~s to qath~r ct::rD 
c:;uoport, and ·.1.n the sprlnq ~ 
had - two meetings with Gor-

I~HAT' S A \,10~1EN ' S 

A tvornen ' s Advocate is a 
woman responsible to women 
in the community , who would 
work towards better emplo v -
ment opportunities and con-
d i tions for women. She 
would be hired by a commi t-
tee composed of women fr om 
t h e community as well a s 

.~anpower representatives . 

don Hubley of ~1anpower. 
The response to the second 6~' 
of these meet i ngs was' a ~ 
flat r efusal. ~~W 

Since those meetings 
nearly a vear ago, the Com- ~ 
rnittee has been organ i zing ow 
their next move . Some 
oublic action seemed neces -
~ary to emohasize and OUb-e~ 
lici7.e their demands , their ,~ 
co~mit~ent to them , and the 

~~:e~~e~~ P~~!i~e:~i~o~~s ~ 
the three - day demonstration 
and two-dav lock-in at Man -

She wou l d "base all activ-
ities and gecisions exclus-
ively on input received f rom 
women ' s g r oups in the f i e ld" . 

A Women ' s Advocate wou l d 
have sufficient power i n r1an -

power. 
• • • 

On Monday, September 15 , 
at eleven a . m. , the demon-
stration began to get under - . 
way . Some of the women from 
the Committee ~oved into the 
~anoower office and set up 
a i'7omanpmver desk. Out-
side, about fiftydemonstra -
tors picketed , lea~leted, 
drummed and chanted. Speak-
ers from variou s women ' s 
organizations utilized t~e 
loudspeaker. 

As it turned out, most 
of the action , in terms of 
encounters wi th ~~anpower 
people, happened inside the 
building. Sometime in the 
afternoon (around t\'10 o '-
clock) of that day, a group 
of women locked themselves 
in to the s,,",i tchboard room 
on the ninth floor. In the 
words of Ellen, an Ad Hoc ' 
Committee member 'and one of 
tho~e to be "locked in " for 

.-" three days : " Some wome n 
went uostairs to have a 
~~eting with Chris Southin 
[Manager of the Manoower 
officeJ. The switchboard 
room was open , so they 
thought they ' d answer the 
phones. " 

But Manpower would have 
none of thRt. Eventually , 
the switchboard , as Nell as 
all the other phones in the 
off-ice , were riisconnected 
by B.C. Tel at the request 
of .lI1anpower. 

At 4 : 15, to the surprise 
of the demonstrators , Mnn-
power locked the doors. It 
was fifteen minutes before 
closing time . Several of 
the demonstrators had gone 
to get refreshments and 
came back to find themselves 
locked out. The r e we r e 
still over thirty women 
dm~7J1stairs ann five women ann 
one man in the switchboard 
room. 

Around this time , \vord 
finally qot thr-ough to Van -
derioo t~at the Committee 
members were waiting to speak 
with him. He sent a message 
to them through ~r . Southin 
that ~e would meet with a few 
member s of the Committee on 
the following Monday. This 
response s t ruck the women as 
rather inadeq uate and the de -
cision was then made to stay 
unt i l Vanderloo appear ed . 

"We had talked-about rio -
ing a demonstration. The 
question came up, what hao -
pens when we ask the~ (for 



po'_,'er to have some effect on 
pOlicy. In part i cular , she 
shoult1 operate from a women's 
social analysis and work for 

-Manvower's involv'ernent in im-
pro~ing and developing back· 
up services (daycare, home -
making services, etc.) for 
women who want to enter the 
workforce. 

Fo!i. mo!i.e. -£n6oJt.ma-Uovl. Oft -£6 Ijou. ! !i.e. 
W-iLUn9 .to g.eve Lime OJ[ money (we 
need bo.thJ .to .thM .eMue , eont:aet:: 
Wome.n'.6 Advoc..ate. Ad· Hoc.. Commdte.e. 
c../o :')ome.Vl.'.6 I nde.pe.Vl.de.Vl.c..e. Ne.c..e.6.6aJty 
#103, 38 - 6.th Sbterct 
New Wv,,tm.e>w.tVt, B.C. 
52,-4376 

a Nomen I s Advocate] and -thev 
say no. Then somebody said, 

"Wai t a minute, we're not ask-
ing t~e~, we ' re telling them! 
We want to talk to Vanderloo ; 
we ' ll iust have to wait for 
him. , It -- Ellen, A.d Hoc 
Committee ~emher. 

~n~ so they aid. But they 
had to stav in smaller num-
bers than they began. They 
negotiated with the police 
and, in return for sleeping 
bags, toothbrushes, two days ' 
supply of food, and police 
orotection, the demonstrators 
;ut their numbers to sixteen. 
T.he demonstrators eXgected 
that the noors would open 
in the morning at 8 as usual. 
After all, the Manoower of-
fice ~ a public building. 
They were quite surprised to 
find that the doors- didn ' t 
open, not that day nor the 
next. . 

There was a good crowd of 
demonstrators on Tuesday. 
Passersby reacted in varying 
h'avs to the presence of the 
demonstrators in front of the 
office . Some argued with the 
some actuallY joined forces 
\.;ri th them. A group of men 
came out of a businessmen ' s 
cluh across the street. They 
watchen. in hostile silence 

I n t h i s art i c I e I wa n t to 
ta I k about some of the thoughts 
and fee lings that came up for me 
from being i nvolved in the two-
day occupation of the Manpower 
bui Iding . Some are personal 
tr ips, others have more to do 
with my ongo i ng process of work-
ing out some kind of pol itical 
perspect i ve. 

One of the f irst th i ngs I got 
in touch with in the occupati on 
was POWER - the power that a 
group of people could take by 
walking into a bui Iding and re -
fUSing to leave, and in being 
ab I e to stay there for two days 
without be i ng removed . I n con -
nect i on with th i s came some 
thoughts abou~ arrest. I'ihen I 
vo I unteered to stay ins i de the 
b u i I ding, I fe I t wi I ling to be 

• arrested, but at that time as.., 
sumed rather na i ve I y that charges 
would be minor. As it turned out 
the applicable charge was public 
mischief - maximum 14 years. If 
an injunct i on had been sought to 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

have us removed and we refused , 
the charge wou I d have been con -
tempt of court. Both of these 
are serious criminal of f enses , 
though ' pena I ties for a first of-
fense are not genera I I Y severe . 

After cons i deri ng these fac -
tors , and the I imitations imposed 
by a criminal record, and that I 
had had some experience in prison 
before, and that after two days 
of be i ng 10,cked up I was a I ready 
getting claustrophobic and dis -
or i ented, I dec i ded I did not 
want to get arrested. This was 
difficult for me to come to (as 
I th ink it was for any of us who 
came t o that) since I fe I t we 
were pol i t i ca.lly more powerful 
when we Were wi l l i ng to risk ar-
rest . The other side of that , 
tbough, is that afterwards alot 
of good energy gets used up on 
tr i a I cases and ra i sing money for 
them instead of direct I y on the 
main issue , so what seems I ike 
pol itical power· can turn into pol -
itical suicide . 

NOT 
WELFAR 

VIEW 
Another subject I l earned and 

thought a lot about was the nego-
t i at i ng process. As a form of 
dialogue it is certainly unique . 
I felt as if I were in a chess 
game - each player maki ng a move, 
an offer, hoping to intimidate 
or out- b I uff the other. Each 
move took at I east two or three 
hours , and in between would be 
endless discussions of the next 
move and its possible repercus -
sions . We con t inually had to 
guess and cons i der what factors 
might influence Manpower's de-
cisions and which carried the 
most weight - the pol ice being 
more interested in act i ng as 
med i ators than as heav i es, the 
media ' s portrayal of events , the 
power ba I ance between federa I and 
provincial agenc i es, Vanderloo ' s 
position of looking bad in con-
nection with Outreach projects 
even before the demonstration, 
etc. We also naturally developed 
some negotiat i ng techniques -
first and forerrost not get ti ng 
i ntimidated, cal J ing their bluffs, 
asking pointed questions to clar-
ify the muddy bureaucrat language 
that Manpower negotiators insist-
ed on using, not letting .our male 
I awyer do a I I the ta I king for us . 
I n short, ref us i ng to play tota I-
I Y Dy the i r ru I es . (The tr i ck 
was knowing their . rules.) 

Wh i I e a I I th j s went on I be-
came very aware of the group as 
an entity with its own character 
and style of functioning,. Hav-
i ng been thrown together on about 
one minute's notice, I feel we 
hung together surprisingly well. 
As a group we were an interesting 
cross-section of women coming 
from different places and offer-
ing different sk i lis and talents, 
but also having a variety of 
views about po lit i ca I strategy. 
Th i s meant that each ne,'J s i tua-
tion involved considerable dis -
cussion and going back and forth 
over poss i b iii ties before a de-
cision was settled on. It meant 
a concerted effort by everyone to 
hear the others out and there 
were t i mes when this simply did 
not happen. The tens ion wou I d 
mount and ;.:e'd get impatient and 
more concerned with be i ng heard 
than with I istening to each other 
or check i ng 'th i ngs out with each 
other. There was the added com-
p i ication , too, of our group 
be i ng d i v i ded into the ten on the 
ma i n floor and six on the ninth 
floor, with only telephone com-
mun i cat i on between. We wanted 
to make sure that a II s i x"teen of 
us took part in all decisions. 

I th i nk there was some aware -
ness of these difficulties and 
some attempt to stay ' on top of 
them . Certainly , as the occupa-



Herstory is more than re -
claiming our truths from the 
myths and lies of.t~e past . 
It is also recognlzlnq those 
truths in ourselves,our mothers, 
daughters,sisters. 

th~o ~o an ~n1e~v~ew I d~d 
w~1h my mathe~ one day ~n 
the oun 1h~. oumme~. Maa1ly 
I wanted to ge1 on pape~ he~ 
'eel~nga about how I waa 
l~v~ng my lirie but we ended 
up talking about -much mo~e 
than that. I l~ved at home 
w~th my mothe~, my 6athe~ and 
my b~othe~ Ian (6ou~ yea~ • . 
younoe~ than me) until. I wa.6 
78. 1.1y mathe~ ' a name .ca . Ru1h. GJ-IEGRSrORCV ! 
How would you de.6c~ibe you~­
a.l6 / de6~ne you~ael6? 

I ' m 62 years old and I 
wouldn ' t say yet I know who I 
am with any degree of perman-
ence. I'm a strong woman, I 
think. I have never in my 
life been a role-player, con-
sciously. As long as I can 
recall I have never felt 
that I truly FIT anywhere. 
The last four or five years, 
"th exposure to the feminist 
moveme~t through you and your 
friends, I have sort'" of corne 
tc realize what was wrong with 
me my whole life. 

Perhaps the most difficult 
criticism of me - the hardest 
for me to digest - was when 
I applied for a job and was 
told that "the aggression you 
display would have been de -
sireable, even admireable , in 
a man, but is intolerable in a 
woman". I had a hell of a 
time corning to .terms with that . 
This was told to me by my 
boss. He was a psychiatrist . 

Tell me abouz wo~king. 
Out of my adult life I ' ve 

worked all but ten years , al-
ways at clerical work. I 
always invested more energy in 
something outside work, but 
clerical work was what i was 
trained to do and coming out 
of the depression era I 
didn't have the drive or am-
bition to do anything else . 

I have sort of come to the 
conclusion that I am a co-
wardly rebel. I have a great 
deal of rebelliousness but 
I don't like to hurt and I 
don ' t like to be hurt so I 
don't do very much. By the 
time I was 18 I was thoroughly 
convinced that life was not 
what it should be, or even 
what it could be . At that 
time it seemed to me, coming 
from a background w~ere there 

all economic. !01y assurance 
that there was something vastly 
wrong with the "'Jay things 
were, made it easy for me to 
accept a marxist-communist 
theory which would change the 
economic basis of life and 
then everything else would be 
taken care of. But I never 
felt I really fit there either 
because there was too strong a 
humanitarian streak in me. I 
couldn ' t be that militant . 

How d~d you neel about be~ng 
a woman? , 

As a young woma~ I didn ' t 
have any consciousness of that. 
I just felt that EVERYTHING was 
wrong and a different alignment 
would solve the problems. I 
always figured women had the 
tougher, role but I felt men had 
it hard too, stuck in awful 
jobs. Women could get out of 
being financia11y productive. 

There was a very gradual 
awareness developed over the 
years that women simply didn't 
have the some opportunites to 
develop their potential- what-
ever it might be. It dawned 
on me finally that this was 
part and parcel of the whole 
set - up and was DELIBERATELY 
arranged that way by society. 
This struck me as 'an injustice. 
I was thouroughly angered and 
perhaps even more frustrated 
because at that time I thought 
i~ was just me. 

How d~d you 6e.l ab out be~.9 
a 'lwi6e and mothe~'l? 

I don't think I got. into 
that in a role-playing way. 
All my life I needed to be 
loved, a~d I needed to love. 
I knew what society demanded 
and I was able to bypass that 
and make it fit my own needs. 

In my twenties I stated 
categorically that I would 
never bring children into 
this world because i.t l-lClS such 

I wouldn't 
bring a child into the world 
to foist my frustrations onto 
or make a child live up to 
what I wanted it to be. When 
I became pregnant it was late 
in my life (39) and I was de -

lighted. Being pregnant and 
having you was almost too won-
derful to be real. There was 
no time- and this goes for 
father too- that your weren 
tLeasured and adored. I real 
enjoyed the "mothering exper -
ience", maybe because ' you ar -
rived twenty years later then 
most people ' s kids . I had 
never-expected that to happen 
in my life. 

I recall very clear Iv when 
you kids were small, all my 
neighbours were half my age 
were beset wlth children . 
Their kids were a trial and a 
tribulation, and you and Ian 
were such a joy. I put it 
to me being a misfit again. 
couldn't understand why people 
HAD kids- 'it was just "the 
done thing " . But I didn't 
my kids for that reason. 

V~d you ~a~ •• me any d~66e~. 
than Ian? 

No. Your dad ' s mother saw 
to it that all her boys were 
raised exactly the same as the 
girls. I never expected you 
be a traditional little 
girl. You didn't come from 
that kind of background. My 
mother was a strong, independ-
ent woman. 

V~d you have any 6ea~a a~ 
expe.c.tat~ol1.6 6a~ me? 

I don't think I had any 
fears for you~ I hoped you 
would use your abilities and . 
talents and not end up pounding 
a typewriter your whole life. I 



You WMned me abaca: mcVrJUaqe 15 wheJt~ d-i.d th-i..; concept that 
whe.11 1 rva..6 (foung . b e.,{ng a tell b-i.a.n wa.6 .6 0 awou-C. 

I guess I figured you'd get eome 6~om? 
s'ucked into some relationship I think I knew that in my 
and never get the opportunity own youth when I became a cOrn-
to develop yourself, because munist my mother would tell me 
that's the way I saw women being;r broke her heart, because I 
used. would be so hurt. Also, when 

you drew your lesbianism to my 
How d'{d you ~e.aQt to my attention I hadn't read any of 
leav,{ng home? those volumes of feminist 

Maybe I projected a little literature. 
of myself onto you. I knew you I mean, one day you were co-
would want to fly the coop mpl~ining about radica!esbians, 
because I would have wanted to and then you went to London and 
myself. But. I remember coming four months later you write and 
home on the bus one day at noon tell me that you are one. I 
and not be:(ng able to see be- mean, I didn't ev.en know what a 
cause of the sense of loss. radicalesbian was. I had known 
You just don't know the sense lesbians in my youth- nice, 
of loss... meek, gentle women they were. 

man in my life I '-'lOuldn't see 
girls as being so beautiful. 
I used to like to touch her. 
But it was a much more repres-
sive age. There was no sexual 
freedom. 
Many 06 u.; have -i.n~en.;e 
Jtelat-i.on.;h-i.p.; w-i.th ouJt 
motheJt.;, 

I had a very intense re-
lationship with my mother. She 
used to say "we were cut from 
the same cloth". And this fe-
eling extends to other women. I 
have never had that feeling ab-
out any relationship with any 
man, that :feeling that "this 
person is an extension of my-
self." There is a barrier bet-
ween the sexes. 

I remember earlier in your Artisitc. Not like these 'bu- Have yo uk 6eeling~ changed any? 
school years. You were a bit tch' types you all are now. I 
unhappy; you didn 't know what didn't even know that word un- Department of understatement 
to do with your life, and I til I read those books, either. Well, I don't know if my fe-
said you would be happier when I had very deep and abiding elings have changed so much as 
you found a cause. And I meant relationships with girls. I my thinking. I feel as though 
it, which is why I can now ac- was aware of having a crush on things are being articulated 
cept your choice of lesbianism. one woman who was 15 or 20 for me now; things that have 
If I'm going to give you the years older than me. I was been floating around for forty 
freedom to choose, then I can't never afraid of loving women. years are taking 'on form and 
layout what you can or can't I never saw love as something substance. I just wish I 
choose. which had to be bestowed on had the courage and strength to 

But here is where ~ I began to a member-of the opposite sex. articulate these ideas to my 
have fears; when I saw the dir- I think even as far as the se- contemporaries. I guess I'm 
ection your life was taking I xual part of it I would have just not knowledgeable enough 
was full of fear that it was been quite capable. I can re- about the validity of lesbian-
going to be a very difficult member when I was 17 or 18 10- ism. Most of my contempor-
and painful course. That you, oking at a friend and thinking aries are concerned about their 
who had always been admired and she was the most beautiful th- grandc~ildren and things of 
looked up to, and people would ing I had ever seen, quite tha.t nature. When they ask 
always say that they wished rhapsodic. But somehow I about JI1ine I say, "Well, I don' 
their kids were like you, that figured that if there were a think that's in the picture for 
you were now going to be spat HAGAR'S MASK • St I'" 121.. Ime because my daughter 1S a fern 
on and despised. But it was ee 2 lnlst. II But I don't say she's 
your right to choose and I had From Ritual Tale SARAH & HAGAR a rad1Calesblan because I'm 
to respect it. Sculpture and Ritual by Suzanne Benton cowardly. Maybe when I know 

enough I won't- or maybe I stil 
will. 

What do you .;ee a.; ' the 
kelation~hip between le~baini~m 
a.nd 6emini~m? 

I see lesbianism as being th~ 
ultimate stance of feminism. 
I mean, carried to it's ul-

I timate conclusion, where else 
would it go? 

Ai one t-i.m. you ~haught ohang-i.ng 
the .oonom-i.o ba.;e 06 .;oo-i.ety 
would ohange ev.Jty~h-i.ng el.;e . 

I 4on't think that anymore. 
I . see that as just a sh~ft ln 
power. 

In feminism I think there's 
a weapon, if you want to use 
that word, that has never be-
fore been used in all of his-
tory. Even if repressive mea-
sures are developed they will 
not be effective in suppressing 
this kind of revolut:ion. The 
feminist movement has gone be-
yond it. 

I don't think that up until 
now there was a consciousness of 
women. Maybe an identity, but 
no consciousness. But I feel 
that it's different, now. -



dream pa9~ 
I have kept an i rregu I ar dream 

ournal for a couple of years now. 
I found that the more I recorded 

pondered my dreams, the more 
i d they became. Our i ng or.e per-

I had severa I unusua I and pen-
Ing dreams. They were totally 

from the rea Ii ty of my 
Iy 1 lving, but significant, none-
1 ess , 

uv.i.ng nert .to a hug e and 
Ive."-U-<AtIU{. EdwaJtcUan HOlL! e . A,; J 

DeaQod <lOaM by -
body. buncUng c.R.aud on 

IQOWIMbtLt ptwnage. Suddenty, a .u. 
down, bteecUng and blWken. 
deva.6:mted. I p.i.Qk up a JUUe 

a Wa.6 .th!town nitOm .. 
ntoOlL w.i.ndow. whVte tean!.> 

man wah ohoiLt daJtk ha//t, 
a boftfe 06 beVt. L<LtVt I 
.the hOlL! e .u. .to be .taken 
a ,; em.i.naJty . I make ,; aJt-

QOVl.tJta.6-U between .the pite-
and pitU en-!: itu.i.cte.rw.,. 

A :/:iL.Uogy: 
11 In!.>.i.de a huge dome - .i. ,;ee 

U, Uke a moon, ,,·u.L,",~.na.cea 

.t.i.q hL A WiVIm. 9 LUtVty 
A woltd i6 .6poken,"ChJuJ.d.-

affects the ability to 
osophize. The moral attitudes 
towara proper. social com- ,'u.n~~e'·~.u 

portment for women leaked so 
obviously into the dream inte 

of pre tat ions that the book be-
came lauqhable, and I couldn't 
take it seriously as a whole. 

What amazed me as I read 
these 10,000 dream interpret at 
ions was how far the subtle 

l'~h\lse: For a young woman to dream Bleeding ;, 
that she hears abusive language , bleeding denoted death 
foretells that she will fall ~by horrible accidents 
under the ban of some person's and malicious reports 
jealousy and envy. If she uses about you . . Fortune wi l l 
the language herself, she will turn against you. 
meet with unexpected rebuffs, 
that may fill her with mortifi - Blood: Bloodstained gar-
cation and remorse for her past ~indicate enemies 
unworthy conduct. who seek to tear down a 

successful career that 
Abode: For a young woman to dream is opening up before you 
that she has left her abode, is 
sLgnific~nt of slander and fal s e- Bride: For a young woman 

1~£g~l+For a young woman to hoods belng perpetrated against ~am that she is a 
an abbott, portends her. bride , foretells that 

she will yield to insinu- Eve: To dream of this ancient she \vill, shortly come 
nti~g flatteries, and in yeild-- ~haracter, denotes ~our h~s- into an inheritance that 
ing she will besmirch her rep- I ltancy to accept,thls anclent will please her greatly, 
utation. If she marries one, shestory as authentlc',a~d y?U if she is pleased in I 

will uphold her name and honour may encounter Opposltlon ln ing her bridal toilet. I 
des~ite poverty and temptation. business and ~ocial circles she is displeased, she 

because of th1S doubt. For will suffer disappoint~ 
a young woman to dream that ~e~ts in her anticipat-
she impersonates Eve warns her lortS. 

ato be careful. She may be wiser 
~arnlng that she is contemplat- than her ancient relative, but Birth: For a married 
-,.~g some et;Iterprise which if car-the Evil One still has ,power- ~to dream of givin'g 
rled out w1l1 st~ep her in dis- ful agents in the disguise of birth to a child, great 

For a young woman to 
t she assents to abor-

tion being committed on her, is 

grace and unhapPlness. a handsome man. That apple tree ~oy and a handsome legacy 
For a doctor to dream that he is still bears fruit, and you may 1S foretold. For a 
party ~o an abortion, foretells be persuaded unwittingly to single woman, loss of 
that hlS practise will suffer share the wealth of its pro- virtue and abandonment 
from his inattention ~to duty. ducts. by her lover. 
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) n her recent nove I . Memo i rs 
~f a Surv i vor , Oar i 5 Less i ng has 
I ntegrated fan t asy ana sc ience 
f i c ti on i nto !I an attempt at auto-
b iography" to prod uce perhaps he r 
most powerfu I boo k 5 i nee The Four 
Gated Cit. The descr i pt-; v-e--
phrase quot ed might be a kind o f 
irony aimed at reviewe rs who in 
the pas t have interpreted such 
novels as The Golden Notebook as 
autobiographical . C l ea r ly t he 
events in Mem i ors , a re not act-
ua I. But the portraya I of 
a detached , tolerant woman, 
attempt i ng to understand and 
come to terms with ur ban soc iety 
i na state of breakdo',m , undoubt-
ed l has autobiograph i cal elem-

The narrator· of Memo irs r e -
mains nameless, face l ess , descr-
ibed only as "e l de r ly " . She 
, i ves ina I a r ge c i ty, on the 
ground f loo r of a block off I ats 
I"h i ch had been bu i I t IO fo r 
famil 'ies who co~d attord t o pay 
for p r i vac y . " 

The narrat i ve takes place 
in an unspecif i ed future time 
'Nhen modern t echn ical and social 
servi ces have begun to break 
davin . Ne i the r t echno l ogical di-
saster no r pol i t ical revolution 
has caused thi it i s a project--
ion with 51 a l te r at i ons of 
o ur own era " One o f the th i ngs 
wh ; ch makes the nove I so e f fect -
ive i s that many observat i ons 
made by t he narrato r, t aken o ut 
of context , could describe t he 
present . 

Government conti nues to func -
tion , but is comp letely irre l ev -
ant to what has become the full-
ti me occupation of the majority 
of the popula ti on - su rv ival _ 

Officia l news sou rc es con -
tinue t o exist as we l l , but ev-
eryone is awa r e that real intor-
mat i on i s up on the street 
throuqh b o f gossip , assump-
tions and rea l i zations . Issues 
of importance a re not necessar i Iy 
those discussed in nel-'spapers. 

"Events!! of th i s pe r-iod are 
not given to the reader in any 
attempted chrono l og ica I order , 
but i n the sequence in wh i ch 
they impress themse I ves on the 
consciousness an d i n f l uence the 
l i fe o f the narrator. Thus it 
i s a very individual record , a l -
t hough t he na r:rator de I i berate I y 
presents herself as typ i cal of 
the s urv; vors of th i s per i od . 

In both public and private 
I i fe, the unexpected .and extra -
ord i nary become eas i I Y accept\... 
ab le. When the narrator begins 
to perce i ve another d i mens i on 
of I ife behin d a blank wal l ol" her 
apartment, she betrays li t tle 
surprise : 1'1 had abandoned a l l 
expecta t ions of the ord i nary 

' for my i nner world, my real life 
in that p I ace, And as fo r t he 
publ ic, the outer world , it had 
been a long t i me since t hat of -
fered the norma I. II Life beh i nd 
the wa I I :::md tr everydayl1 life 
merge when she is one day myster-
iously presented with a strange 
chi Id, Emi Iy Cartwright . 

Emi I y fits herself into the 
na rrator' S life on her own terms, 
rna i nta i n i ng a po lite d i stance, 
a I though she makes every effort 
to seem complacent and flex i ble. 
He r deve I opment is speeded up 
by the pressure of events. She 
develops t he capacit i es of a 
ma t ure woman fo r social organiz-
ation and emotional exper i ence 
by the t ime she i s t hi rteen _ 
Wh i I e the narra.tor watch es , an-
xious to protect, , ;but afraid to 
intervene, Emi I y outstr i ps her 
guardian in ab i I ity to adapt to 
rap i d I y chang i ng circumstances. 
By the end of the nove lit i s 
clear that the prot ector has 
become the protected. 

The rrost import ant social faci 
of th is period is seen as the 
migration of people out of the 
city . tvi:Jvements of I a rge heter-
ogeneous groups at fi rs t po 1-
arize the area into mutually 
susp i cious d i v i sions. Peop l e in 
the flats who are attemptinq to 
preserve remnants of convent i on ; 
and -:-he nomads who camp on the 
streets or take over abandoned 
bu i l d ings and are forced to 
evolve new soc i al patterns. 

Gradual l y the polari zat ion of 
street s and f l ats breaks down ; 
necess i ty f or exchange of goods 
and skills brings peop l e to-
gether, samet i mes in ways t ha t 
are direct and humane, but 
often in ways that are painful 
an d violen t . Groups of very 
young sociopathic ch i Idren who 
have never experienced any soc -
i a .! i zatLon other t han hand-to-
mouth communa I subs i stence in 
unused sewers and subways e~erge 
from un derg round to t error i ze 
all t he other kinds of socia l 
.group i ngs . They a re i mperv i OUS 

t o every effort to "save" them . 
Em i I y g rad ual ly ta kes an im-

portant p I ace inane of the new 
communes. She f a I ls i n love 
wi th t wenty -two year old Gerald , 
who has es t ab I i shed a house for 
stray ch i I d ren . The commune is 
dest royed when he attempts the' 
i mposs i b I e - i ncorporat i ng the 
ch i I dren from the unde r ground . 

All a t tempts of the commune 
dwe I I ers to form new non - a uthor -
itar i an structures are see n by 
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the narrator as mere I y repeti t-
ions of older social orders . 
For the narrator , Gerald's com-
mune see{!ls a kind---.9f pa t riarchal 
tribe - Gerald , his women , his 
ch i I d ren . Pr i vacy and pr i vate 
property are inadmissible lux-
uries . There are compensations 
in personal terms, but for the 
na rrator these wou I d not be 
enough, so that even when c i r -
cumstances are at thei.r worst, 
she can never jo i n such a band 
to I eave the city. She pays a 
high price to maintain her in-
d i vi d ua I i t y . 

Em; Iy ' s past is never a sub-
ject of d i scussion , but in the 

course of the nove I scenes l i ke 
sti II s from a movie are present-
ed to the narrator through her 
apartment ' s mysteriously dissol-
ving wal l . Ultimatel,y the dis-
solving wall provides Lessing 
wi th a dev i ce for end i ng t he 

novel which is more puzzling and 
less satisfying than her use of 
i t to give almost cinemat i c gl imp-
ses 'of Em i I y 1 S f ormer fam i I Y I i fa . 

S i nce Lessing wrote The Four-
Gated C-1 ty i t has obv i o~ 
come unnecessary for her to i mag-
i ne a sing I e catac I ysm i c event en - ' 
ding the world as we know it . The 
unp I anned unrestra i ned conti nuati on 
of our present mode of ex i stence i s 
enough to des t roy us. 

The narrator of th i s l atest 
vo l ume is quite different from 
e i ther !'4artha Ouest o r Anna riYu If, 
although she has a simi l ar kind 
of intense awareness wh i ch is 
constan tl y interpreting the world 
around her and her own reactions to 
it. However', she is much more de-
tached than e i t her of these ear 1-
ier protagonists ; perha ps because 
of her age she has ach i eved a 
distance from others and events 
that Less i ng's earl ier heroines 
did not have. In spite of the 
social upheaval go i ng on around 
her , she ma i nt a i ns qua I i ty . She 
is ne i the r i nd i ffe r ent nor un-· 
touched , but she does not i nte r n-
a I i ze the soc i a I breakdown i n the 
way that Lessing's other women did. 

Lessing's novels constant l y 
both re f l ect and antici pate our 
concerns and anx i et i es . Her e'a r l -
i er nove Is , alTDng other th i ngs , 
prov i ded women with the ana logues 
of the i r own exper i ence that 
Martha Ouest camp I a i ned her read --
ing l acked. 

Her more recent work has i ncor-
pora t ed specifically feminist con -
ce r ns i nto what sees as a more fun -
damental i ssue - the survival of 
the human race. Nonetheless her 
J atest book re f I ects a fea r t ha t 
the ga i ns women ~ave been mak i ng in 
in a complex and affluent society 
may be lost if there is some urg-
ent need t o forge new soc i a I str-
uctures under dep r i ved ma t er i a I 
circumstances. Lessing ' s vision 
does not offer groun ds for easy 
op t imism , but it does reta i n an 
essential. and balanced f a i th i n 
human possibil i ty . 

E i I een 
Ha usfather 



ER8ATION8 
There are several short love 

poems which are quite beautiful . 
One called "I hold you " consists 
simply of three identical verses 
that say: 

poet who writes with a depth 
of perception and a sense of 
humor that is rare." begins a 
press release announcing 
Conversations with Bibi, her 
first book of poetry. My opin-
ion, after reading the poems 
over a number of times, was 
quite different. . 

At first, I was only aware 
that something was missing from 
most of them; I had no idea 
what. When I came across 
"Moondog", a poem about a Viet-

th 
GJ3 
I 

GJ3 
I 

"I hold you 
4ke a Uttee 6.i..6h 
Olt a baby 
O~ c-toudA"5 

I am aware that this review is 
highly subjective; so are Alexa 
DeWeil)s poems. You may love 
t 'hem. Find out for yourself. 
Copies are available from: 

Press Gang 
821 East Hastings St . , 
Vancouver, B. C. 

nam vet, what was missing in ~--~=---------~ 
1. Conversations with Sibi, p.28 the other poems ~came pain-

fully clear. "~oondog" is 
clumsily tender about August-
ine the vet, involved with him 
as she is with few of her other 
characters, including herself. 
The only other poem that struck 
me as deeply as "Moondog" was 
one called "Pockets", about 
a woman down and out who finds 
companionship among the der-
elicts in a pool hall. 
"They taught hVt :i:lU.efu w.t:tltou:i: 
/tubb.-i..ng up again6t heA I.l.idelt , 1 
"S ite a"d they 6-i."gVtpairtted thebt 
de6-Utu .in !:d.errmy ci.ownpoWL -ic.e 
aveJt w..i.ndow.6". 2 

The poems seemed to me to 
be basically of two types. 
There are the personal ones, 
where Alexa speaks. 

It was difficult reading 
poems that tried so hard and 
yet managed finally to be 
neither angry nor loving, 
neither funny nor tragic. 
can empathize with the effort 
it takes to transfer one's 
emotions and thoughts to ink 
and paper . But that is no 
excuse for confusing obscurity 
with profundity, which Alexa 
does often. 

Most of the poems, with a 
few notable exceptions, were 
exercises in combining wit 
and cynicism. And I, for one, 
am tired of witty cynics. 

To be fai~, there is much 
that is good in Alexa's poetry. 
There are images' like: 

"AntelL .6.{.x 0' c.lock the -6Wl goe6 dOW~1 
.c" ottange al1d Ited jag6 06 gfCL66 
6ptatiVted acAOM the paJtlU"g tot" 3 

in a poem abo~t the workers and 
the Big Guys in the mechanics 
of the Fashion World. And: 

"YOM angelL puv., up 
0" my dooMtep wl<.i.eh 1 do not 
6cAub elean 
uke a me..ueulotM hotM ew.c6 e·· 4 

in a poem about communication 
with an ex - lover. These images 
are unfortunately not often 
surrounded by poems equally as 
good. . 

2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

Ibid, 
Ibid, 
Ibid, 
Ibid, 

p.29 
p.l3 
p.2l 
p.45 

C~w{BiIc/ 
~;f;~I1tJ~ 

Poems by Alexa OeWiel 

Racoon ("oaf\ to keep nlilm,l dOIll~ di,he, ,III \ '{',lr round 
on the hill back homf' ill thf' oul,kirh 0/ the (llr. 
jUq hf'r and Ihe kid, and the \,,1110111 

You kllow ,hf' wouldn 'l be caught dead 
in dll old ,weal, hop working 

{'ven' ddV dd~' ,hill 
ever} ni~hl ni~hl ,hltl 
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for awhile and then a few ~lJ 
shouted insults. " I ' m wor--
king ! I'm not ho l lering a -
bout iob discrimination ! :! 
etc. Perhaps the funniest~ 
was " You ' re a l l queer !". 
I·vell ves , that was partly 
true. 

Inside , the demonstrato r s 
were still trying to get 
more of a response from Van-
derioo. They negot i ated 
with the Manpower peop l e 
several times but never r e -
ceived any suitable offer s . 
So they held thei r ground. 

That afternoon , Manpower 
finally " decided they were 
going to get mad at us " , as 
Ellen puts it . Thev didn ' t 
allow -any more food inside , 
or anything else. Thev even 
locked the lawyers out for 
a time until the women let -
the nress in on what - was 
haf?peninq . 

" I shouted through the 
door ' they're denying us· 
legal counsel! ' . A few min-
utes later, I heard my voice 
on a press tape recorder 
saying ju·st that . In no 
time at all , our lawvers 
\vere back in the building. " 
- -Ellen , from taoed inter-
view. 

~1anpower also decided 
at this point that they 
were going to get an iniunc-
tion so that the oolice 
could remove and/or arrest 
the demonstrators inside 
the building . They never 
did get the injunction h ow-
ever , and t~e women and one 
man spent another night in ' 
the ~1anpower office . ' 

Nights in the building' 
were rather strange affairs. 
The , main floor \vas divided 
into cam9s: the Ad Hoc Oc -
cupation, the police in the 
middle, and the M_annm.;rer 
Deoole in the back.- Everv-
thing was fine as long as 
everyone staved where they 
belonged. Occasionally 
'1anpower men would wander 
UP to where the women were 
trying to sleep and make 
their oresence known. They 
would flick the lights on . 
and off , turn the heat UP 
and down and turn the mu zak 
up Rnd down . Al l in all, 
it was not the sort o~ place 
one "lOuIn. go for a rest . 

Another interesting fact, 
noted bv several vlOmen in 
the occupation , was that 
thev never met with any wo-
men in an official caoacity 
in any of the negotiations 
'"1uring the lock-in periocL 
This trend continu ed in the 
three negotiations after 
the lock- in . Though Jor1it-
chell was oresent at one of 
them , she said not a word . 
throughout the proceedings. 

tlThey L~anpowe9 just. 
don ' t understand. ' ~'Jha t do 
you mean .t1anoower ' s not re-
presentative of women? ' they 
sax. I sav [ ' look aro)]E? 

this room , vou idiots! III 
--Ellen, in taped interview. 

A very positive result 
of the'lock- in was the wide -
spread media 'coverage. Both 
the Sun and ·the Province 
sovered the events of the 
occupation with devotion , 
though otten they did not 
consider it front - page ma -
terial. CBC put it on the 
National news. Allover 
Canada , oeople were beinq 
made awa~e that someone ~as 
finallv doing something a-
bout ~1anpower ' s discrimina-
torv oolicies. 

Y:!hen the demonstrators 
left t~e buildinq in the 
late afternoon of Wednesday, 
September 17, they managed 
to obtain a signed agree-
ment from Nilliam Hurd , 
Acting Director-General , 
l?acific Region. The agree--
ment basically stated that: 
1 . Vander 100 would negoti-
ate "until a decision . . . 
has been expeditiously 

[note: that means speedily 
not satisfactorilyl reached ll 

wi th the ~'7omen' s .i(ct Hoc 
Commiltee " not later than 

10 a.m., Monday, September 
25, 1975". 2. There would 
be " no reprisals of any.sort" 
for the demonstrators who 
were piCketing and occupy-
ing the ~1anpmver Centre 
3. There would be " no char-
ges l aid by Manpower or any-
other Gove'rnment Department 
or anyone acting on their 
behalf " aqainst the demon-
strators for the picketing 
and the occupation. The 
" no reprisals" here includ-
ed no jobs lost, no programs 
cut off, etc. 

I was quite struck by the 
fact that there wer~ no ar-
rest or charges laid through-
out the lock-·in _. r·1y exoer-
Jence with civil disobedience 
is that it generally leads to 
some sort of violence some 
where along the line. It 
seemed the onlv violence · 
~ere was verbal and that 
directed mainly at the women 
locked in the switchboard 
ro?m. Interes~inglv enough, 
thls lack of vlolence \-,as 
largely due to the reason-

ableness of the police. The 
police ~"ere, for once, very 
~ffective intermediaries ' 
who kept encounters between 
the two sides from exploding 
into attacks at any given 
time. 

• • • 
Since the lock-in, there 

have been three sets of ne -
. gotiations. The first rneet--
ing took place on ~"onday, 
September 22nd. Vanderl00 
and several of his henchmen 
met with members of the Ad 
Hoc committee. The 'Nomen 
tried throughout the meet -
-ing to get SOTTle sort of com-
,mitment- from the~1anpower 
T?eople. Vanderloo success--
fully avoided any kind of 
commitment, however, other 
than one to have a·nother 
meeting two days from that 
one at which he would Dre-
sent a counter proposal . 
',7!l.en nressen, '7p.nderloo 
woulrt say onlv that ~e a -
gree·] 'vi th, the idea of a 
f"1omen's Arivocate ., in orin-
~iple" hut that imolementa -
tion of such an idea \vas 
not ~easible riqht now "in 
oractical terMS". Besides, 
he ooint~i out, we alreany 
!lave ,To ~~i tchell , the ~'?o­

~en ' s Emnlovment Co-ordina-
tor, to look to \"0rrten ' s 
needs. 

~hris tr.ie0 to lTlake it 
clear to hiM that " the rea-
son ~"e have had to come to 
"IOU ann qa~' '<Ie neecl sorne -
thinq more is he cause ~er 
(~To Mitc~ell' ~ resDonsive -
ness has heen to the UODer 
level Mn.noower bureaucracy; 
ann., ",hi Ie thAt's not a "aft 
thing, her co~~itment and 
responsibility have not 
been to the woman on the 
stre&t who comes into Man-
pOI'.let" 10okil1q for a job . 
We're nnt looking ·fot" an-
other person to qo out an~ 
talk to eMployers. We're 
not lQo~ing -t:or anotl1er oer -
son to tell "ou people to 
call us WOMen not girls. 
r'-7e are lookinq ",=or a di f -
ferent !.9cus. Ii L.excer~ 
fro~ tapes of· the neqotia-
tionsJ 

The Doint was not well 
taken, however. The meet -
ing ended with an agree -
ment to meet aqa.i.n to dis -
cuss l1anpovler' s counter pro-
posal. This seconrl mee·tinq 
was on Wednesc1ay, SeT)teTTlhet" 
?4th. 

The , feelinq before this 
meeting t"i'lS general Lv one 
o~ ffu~tration. In inter-
Vle~·.7S Just before the ne -
qotiations, some of t~e 
com~ittee membersexnressed 
their sentiments: 
-Ellen: " As far as I a~ 

concerned '.;re never s"'"lould 
"'"lave left frhe lock-in on 
Howe StreefJ. Tl-)ev' ve been 
scret.rinq 1,1S arounn ever 



since ". 
- Robbie: " He [vanderlo0] 

double - talks , he really d0es . 
But it ' s no- I mean he ' s def -
initelv saying no [to a Wo- . 
men ' s Advoca teJ . 11 

- Chris: "But that was not 
our understand.ing. So ".Ie 
really feel . he ' s heen bar -
gaining in bad faith . If 
we had understoon that there 
{:vas a defin i te no on M.ondav 
~eotembe .t: 22n<.!] , "'e would ':" 
n t be hav i ng this Meetinq 
todav ," . 

- Robbie : !I've vlOuld have 
gone out and done someth i nq 
e l se - some other kind of 
act i o n. 11 

- Ellen : "We made the mis -
take of be i ng reasonab l e 
and ta l k i ng to them like 
h uman beings . Thev prOMised 
to negotia t e i n good faith . 
They ' ve really been negotia -
ting i n bad faith ." 

The meeting went ~uch as 
could have been oredicted, 
Vanderloo p u t ou-t his counte r 
p r oposai , The Ad Hoc Com-
mi tte e dec i ded to l ook i t_ 
ove r among the mselves ' anfl. 
mee t wi t h h i m again o n J.lon -

21 
day , Seotember 29th to dis -
cuss it . 

The September 29th meet -
ing marked the end of ne~o ­
tiations with Fanderloo , 
The T..;1omen ' 5 Advocate Ad Hoc 
Co~ittee rejected the Man-
,?ower proposal . As it turn-
ed out , the proposal was 
nothinq ne'_v , anv\vav . I t 
was the same as one that 
had been submitted to the 
Committee (and rejected hv 
them) some time before the 
l -ocle-in and the negotiations 
even began, It seeMs·indic-
ati ve to me of Vanderloo ' s 
l ack of respect fo r the 
vTholp issue. and for the wo-
men i n oarticul ar for him to 
submit an a l ready once r e -
iecteft !Jroposal. 

Dur i ng the course o-t: these 
~inal ne~n+iAtions , one OC 
the Committee ~eMhers asken 
Van~erloo for a cle3r cut 
"ves " or '·no" anstV"er 0n the 
Nomen I s p.rtvoca te. He hermned 
and h awed ann. usen phrages 
like '~The oepar tmental po -
sit i on is , . , I', but w~at i t 

finallv came (i_own to \vas 
that t~is proposa1 was all 
that he \'Jas f):~eDare1 to o{-
fer to t~e committee , So 
the meeting enned wit~ a 
statement that t~e Co~ittpA 
\·.'as finished ta lk5.!1<l to Van-
o8rloo and \,'as now qoinq on 
ury to~ndras , the Minister 
of J.1"'l.nnmver and IrnJTliqration . 

Por the future, t~ere are 
several Dlans o~ action al-
reanv underway. ~here are 
hOl?es of gaining nation- wide 
su~port for a f.yornen ' s I'l..dvo -
cate. Education of the Dub -
lie is another goal to be 
oursued more thorough Iv in 
the coming months . . 

~'lhether or not a f\~omen ' s 
?\dvocate eve_r hecomes a re -
alitv , there is no doubt i n 
my mind at least , that "'an-
rower will fin~ it rtifficult 
'1;-0 continue operating as t1)pv 
have been. They are going to 
have to face UP to the fact 
that they are discriminating 
and 00 something about it . 
'T'he WOMen I s Ativ0ca te Ao. Hoc 
ComP.'littee is not going to stop 
until they do, 

Deb T. 

INSIDE VIEWS , c.ont'd 6Jtom p. 11 tion wore on we became rrore careful about getting inti'midated or fraz-
zled by " final " statements from f'.1anpower and making rushed decisions. However, there was less attention 
paid to rfK)re general political or personal differences, They were vague l y recognized , but not dealt with 
openly, and I think this may have made for some hurt fee l ings, anger , and resentment whic,h never got 
a i red, or which leaked out later indirectly . 

I fee I th i sis one area where we were weak as a group. A I though we qu i ck I y deve loped pretty effec-
t i ve ways of making decisions, we never developed ways of deal ing v;ith people's conf l icts or general 
feel ings. ! don't think this was j ust a mat t er of there being no time or our looking bad to the oppos i -
tion if we disagreed or "quarreled " alTDng each other. We I ive in a sys t em which values ac t ion and deci -
sions (production) far more than feel ings or process . It is no surprise, then , that as a group whose ul-
t i mate goa I was act i on I we found ourse I ves know i ng I ess about how to re I ate to each other and au r d i ffer-
ences effectively than about acting in the external world and making decisions . This all brings me to 
whe r e I always seem to end up in my thinking - trying to find a way to combine my politics with what I 
know about interpersonal relations from therapy and encounter work , or said another way, how to int egrate 
personal pol itics with larger action pol itics. 

What happened for me in the occupat ion had to do wi th th i s strugg Ie . I knew on I y th ree of the women 
before the occupation and didn't know many of them much better after spending two days locked up with them . 
I felt we related allTDst entirely on a pol itical level wi t h each other , which affected me very negative l y . 
This happened partly because I did not feel that I could offer a l ot pol itically to the group , since I did 
not know a great deal about the women ' s advocate issue and had had I ittle experience deal in g with Manpower . 
I was therE~ as a supporter and learner , but found it a difficult position t o be in. I fel t that people who 
had more to of f er po l it i ca I I y got more recogn i t i on and in that way a kind of support . For me th i s was not 
a great source of strokes , and I felt there was no other within the mode of relating that ha d evolved in 
the group. I would have I iked to see us giving each other more plain old emotional support, but at the 
time I fe I t at r~ther a loss as to now to go about mak i ng the change . 

I think there is also an element of pol itical snobbery that comes into this - where being articulate, 
vocal or pol i tically experienced has become one o f the main ways of get ting strokes in po l itical groups. 
It easi Iy becomes the focus of people ' s attention and ITDves into competition for the I imel ight (ego-trip -
ping) , and before we know i t we ' re back to the same o l d problems o f el iti sm and hierarchy . Not feel i ng a 
part of any real or imaginary e l ite, I probably felt more sensitive to this process t han some others . A 
man involved in the demonstrat i on asked me afterwards very condescendingly i f I had been aware 'of "what it 
meant" to go in and QCcuPy the bui Iding, and several people during and after the demonstration asked "Who" 
I was and where I came from, I ' m not against recognition or strokes , but I get bummed out when I see that 
kind of snobbery coming from people who are supposed to be my sisters and comrades . 

Anyway, with a l l this go ing on , I felt very affected by what went on outside the bui Iding . I found 
myself feel ing i ncredibly grateful to the people who stuck it out on the picket I ine . lG'.~o rd s people I 
knew who hadn't shown up t o delTDnstrate , I felt very strong l y that ,they should have, if not to support the 
principle of a women's advocate , then to support me , their friend , who needed it ! That picket I ine really 
fe l t I ike a I ifel ine at times , espec i al l y when allother communication had been cut off . 

I guess to sum up I could say that 1 think as an extremely lla d hoc ll group under pressure we _functioned 
pretty well . I learned alot of new pol i t ical things , but saw \oJays we related that needed improvement and 
seemed I ike habits of our conditionin,g . Generally, I would really I ike to see pol itical groups giving much 
more credit, recognition and attention to the process of the group , to the feel ings of group members , and 
to ways of supportin g each other . ! think that the way most of uS operate in g r oups and col lectives sti I! 
comes f rom what we have I earned f rom the sy stem we a re try i ng to change, and exp I or i ng th i s process and 
ways of i mproving on it would, I am sure , provide lots of political mater ial to work with. It seems to me 
that we are skipping over an essential e l ement if we don ' t make time for that, if we d i scredit emot i ons 
and the personal as secondary or i rrelevant . Emot i onal a li enation i s at least as severe a symptom of afflu-
en t cap i ta l ist society as economic oppression , and un ti I we begin to explore ne\1/ ways of being \I/ith each 
other in1·erpersonally , it seems to me we can hardly cal l ourselves pol it i ca l. Pat <!I~ 
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I'm going to look at banks 
and credit unions together 
because they have many ser-
vices in common. Banks are 
usually seen as huge imper-
sonal institutions giving 
not a moment's thought to 
the needs of their customers 

credit unions are as-
sumed to be small intimate 
places. Both of these im-
ages are stereotypical. 
It is true that all depo-
sitors in a credit union 

t buy a share and there-
become a part owner 

ut this does not mean that 
the service you get is ne-
cessarily better. Small 

of large banks 
often friendlier than 
usually large central 

of a credit union. 
banks and _credit 

may offer such 
as various che-

'ng accounts, savings 
ccounts, term deposits, 

loans, selling and cash-
ing money orders, traveller's 

cashier's cheques, finan-
counselling, accept 
nt of medical and 
ty bills, certify 

ues, make title searches 
a prospective car, horne, 
., offer investment 

'ce, handle your invest-
portfolio, allow over 

draft privileges, offer 
RRSP and RHOP (retirement 
and horne ownership savings 
plans), collect amounts 
owing you from other people, 
pay bills according to a 
prear-ranged schedule, rent 
you a safety deposit box 
or !'safekeeping" privileges, 
and probably dozens of things 
that have slipped my mind 
at the moment. 

Not every branch of 
a bank or credit union 

11 offer all these ser-
but they are all 

available somewhere -at 
a price. 

banks and 
credit unIons 

Als far as whether a 
bank or a credit union is 
better - that depends on 
what you want and how badly. 
Banks are usually more con-
venient in that they have 
small neighbourhood branches 
but credit unions are usually 
open later(until 5 or 6) and 
generally part of the day 
on Saturday. Some banks 
(usually in shopping centres) 
are also open Saturdays. 
Banks usually have a great-
er variety of chequing and 
savings accounts and be-
cause they have branches 
throughout Canada it is 
easier to cash cheques,etc. 
while travelling. On the 
other hand credit unions 
pay higher interest rates 
and charge lower rates on 
loans. By- law deposits 
in both banks and credit 
unions are insured so 
your money is eql..'.ally 
safe. 

There are now spring-
ing up alternatives to Big 
Banks and Big Credit Unions. 
See the article in The Ped-
estal Vol.6 no. 2 on page· 4 
about the Community Congress 
for Economic Change. These 
groups are definitely a 
viable alternative. Al-
though they don't provide 
as wide a range of services 
as large institutions they 
are intimately involved 
wi th the kinds of people and· 
lifestyles that most need 
and least often receive 

responsive financial help. 
In choosing a bank 

or credi t oO union I . would 
suggest one convenient to 
your . work or home, as small 
a one as will offer the ser-
vices you need, and one 
in which the attitude of 
the te11ers and other em-
ployees seems friendly. 
Since there's little . dif-
ference in the services of-
fered the main reason for 
choosing one branch 
might as well be courtesy, 
convenience and helpful-
ness. I will say that 
occasionally banks located 
in "low incomE;" areas have 
more restrictions on cash-
ing of second party cheques, 
etc, so if you are so lo -
cated you might consider 
opening an account in a 
ri t -zier neighbourhood to 
minimize hassles. 

Having chosen a bank 
or credit union you have to 
then choose which type of 
account. A straight 
personal chequing account 
pays no interest, allows 
you to write cheques and 
charges either a set amount 
per cheque or an amount 
arrived at by how active 
the account is, how much 
money you have in it, etc '. 
It supplies free cheques 
and deposit slips with Your 
name on them. You can o~der 
and pay for fancy cheques 
t,Y'i th your name, address, phone 
number - always good for 
making a good impression 
on companies you generally 
don't deal with. They seem 
to somehow impiy stability 
and responsibility. I don't 
know why since all they real 
mean is that you had $3.00 
to pay for them. With 
a chequing account you can 
write cheques or make 
deposits at any branch of 
y'our bank anywhere. You just 
have to . have either your 
personalized cheques and dep-
osit slips or your account 
number. Usually cheque 
caShing at a strange branch 
will entail a phone call 
to your branch to verify 
funds. If it is long dis-
tance you will be charged. 
To avoid this while travel 
you rnignt consider getting a 
letter of authorization 
from your bank manager or 
one of those package plans 
( Royal Bank ICertified Ser-
vice, Scotialplan,etc.) that 
give .you cheque cashing p+iv-:, 
ileges without the red tape. 

** ******** *********************** **** 



Straight savings accounts 
pay interest ~n the minimum 
balance in any given time 
period. There are no 
cheque writing privileges. 
You must make your deposits 
and withdrawals in person. 
Interest is posted at specific 
times and if you make a with-
drawal even one, day before 
you get no interest - or 
interest only on the minimim 
balance. Interest is usually 
posted every 3 or 6 months 
though it may be calculated 
on a monthly,daily or quarterl 
basis. To repeat interest 
is always calculated on the 
smallest amount of money 
in your account in the 
period between ' interest post-
ings. 
, There are also chequing/ 
savings accoupts that pay a 
lower interest than regular 

':>0", \ 11\1'1,. R'EfIL~.!;\ 
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savings accounts and allow~2 
cheque writing at so much~" 
per cheque. ' 

There' are also savings 
onds, certificates, and term 

deposits in which you promise 
to leave your money for 

ary ing lengt.hS of time in 
order to gain a specific 
guaranteed rate of i~terest 
usually higher than regular 
savings accounts. Money 
withdrawn before the specifie 
time gains no interest and 
sometimes incurs a penalty. 

What kind of account to 
ave depends on your needs. 

Since I can never manage to 
save money . in an account 
I always opt for a chequing 
account because of the 
onvenience. 

I know that many people 
banks intimidating. 

his is quite understandable. 

REGISTRATION FOR M 
BCFW ' .:4N'D , AJ>4f\.lUAL. C.ON\JE.N.T\Ot.,1 

NAUE ---------'----------- TELEPHONE 

ADDRESS 

GROUP (S) , UNIONS, ETC. YOU BELONG TO 

Banks try to be impressive 
and intimidating. -Don't 
let it thro~ you. Most of 
their money comeS from small 
depositors and by using their 
bank you are allowing them 
to use your money to make 
their money. If you don't 
get good ', prompt, courteous 
service you should complain to 
the manager and change branche 
if not banks. All a bank 
has to offer is service and 
a , good one will be as pleasant 
and helpful to a mother on 
welfare trying to balance 
pennies as to some company 
with its thousands. You do 
not have to take shit. Refuse 
to accept shoddy service and 
if we all demand good ser-
vice we'll get it. 

Next issue I'll .talk 
about loans, loan and credit 
agencies. 

rN"~I--'J I, 

ENCLOSED IS __ MONEY ORDER ' CHEQUE FOR $5.00 REGISTRATION FEE, MADE PAYABLE TO 
B.C. FEDERATION OF WOMEN --

NEED CIlILDCARE FOR _ CHILDREN, AGES 

NEED BILLETING FOR MYSELF AND CHILDREN 

CAN PROVIDE BILLETING FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN 

MAIL TO : B.C.F'.l'!., c/ 3458 Hest 22nd Avenue, Vancouver 
.FOR FUP-THER INFORMATION: Steph'lOie Tipple, 733-1225 
Kate Swann, BCF'W Co-ordinator., 736-7891; Esther Phillips, 

Billeting Co-ordinator, 736-7891. 



advertisements 24 
THE LADDER has sued 
the 1975 edition The 
Le s b ian in Literature,:First 
s~nce 1967, about 2500 e~ . 
include d and all of the trash, ___ :-__________ ~------~----~ 
entries f rom the first t 

Chris Williamson (singer ) 
and Valr~ Bromteild (corned~ 
ian): Feminists. from Cali -
fornia may be coming to 
Vancouve~. Keep your eyes 
and ears open. Phone Valri 
at 873-2925 if you want to 
heiporganize the concert . 

edition d e lete d. Partly an- 'igf~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
notated for easy usage, and I: 
ca r e fully code d to -assist 
t he re ader in finding title 5 
of interest. Cost: $10. 
Bookstores write for discount Ir,w II p t,on 
r a tes . (Orders of 10+ have 
40 % discount.) 
TOTTlE b y Sarah Aldridge, 
Author of the Late comer. 
TOTTIE is about a lesb1an 
l o v e affa~r s e t in the 60's 
Drug s , Dissent and Drama . 
Doomcaste rs beware., it is a 
h appy novel and you won't 
l jke it. $4.50 plus 25¢ for 
postag!3 . 30% disoount for 5 or 
rrore orders prepaid 
Both available from: 

The LADDER 
PO Box 5025 vlashington Stat-
i on , Reno, Nevada, 89503 US 
Outside USA, $1. per 'order 
f or s hi pping, payment in us 
f unds. 

~erspective on Lesbianism 
Every Thursday 
Eve r y 4th Thursday 
7:30 - 10 : 00om. 
Women's Offi~e , SUB 230, UBC 

Poetry Reading 12 noon Nov. 19 
SuB Gallery, UBC 
J udi M.orton & Beth J ankola 

~~~~~~v~~r~~~t 6~I~~;~ler 
Centre ,Sun. Oct 12, 9:00pm 

I reg' stra 
.13 . Topics ranging 

" Community Education" 
unce ll ing for lesbians" 

sored by: Gay Cornmun-
Ce ntre of Saskatoon . 

address: PO Box 166 
Saskatoon , Sask 

1 24a 2nd Ave. N., 
Saskatoon, Sask. 
·6 52 - 0972 

Olivia Records Inc., a 
national women 's record i ng 
company, proudly offer s its 
first album, f1eg Chri s ti an: 
I know You Know. The album 
'>las ~roduced enti re ly by 
women . Becau se we cannot 

'm ," ,-u,re·p deli ve ry by 
Christmas we are offeri ng gi ft 
certi fi cates or records To 
order gi ft certi fi ca te s or re-
cords send $5.50 " 50¢ mail ing 
to :' OJ i vi a Re cords In c . , 
. Box 1784 Main Ci ty Sta., 
- .Washington, D. C. 

bulk rates avail abl e. 

Women in Focus AudiO-Visual 
Tape L~brary has 27 tapes . 
ava i lable on a variety of 'sub-
jects from "Margaret Atwood ll 

to IIKarate and Self-Defence for 
Women ll • Catalogues and in-
f ormation on rental. Fees 
available from: 

Women in Focus 
Box 85, S . U.B. 
U.B.C. , 
Vancouver 8, B.C. 

Contact person: 

can see what we want to 
together. We hope to 

a permanent out l et 
for gay expression in our 
area. Cal l or write: . 

Women ' s Centre 
No.6 -3030 30th St. , 
Vernon ; phone 545-6552 
(leave a message for Yan a 

or 
N.O . A. (!:orth Okanagan 
#9 -2906 32nd St. , 
Vernoni phone 542 - 4120 
Ed or Ken 

10¢ plus postage 
is bilingual 

(cheques made payable to 
"Gays of Ottawa") 

"The relevant quest i on is 
what .makes homosexuals, 

t to do \vi th them, but 
r what makes soc i ety 
C'ute them. II 

-Seidenberg, R. liThe 
Accursed Race " - In Ruiten -

ed. Going 

Marion Barling 
228-2082 or 
228-6228 
Room 230, S.U.B. 

new Everywoman's Almanac 
1976: ~ointment Calendar 
and Handbook is now avail-
able from: 

subscribe to 

Pr e ss Gang 
821 East Hastings St ., 
Vancouver, B. C. 

price is $2.95 
Order now for Christmas. 

THE PE DESTAL 0_ a leSbian-feminist paper 
NAME ' 
ADDRESS 

Pedestal 
St Vane ouver Be 

$3.yr 
3.50 usa 

4.loreign 
$10,libra(ies 
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